World’s Most Beautiful Dragster 
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128 pages bursting with up-to-the-minute, photo-illustrated IDEAS a 
SCOOPS * QUAD HEADLIGHTS *¢ TAILLIGHTS 
HUBCAPS * INTERIORS * ACCESSORIES * FIBERGLAS 


PAINT STARS GIANT 
YOUR AND PICTORIAL 
CUSTOM CARS ROUNDUP! 
Creating individuality via Learn how these top Hundreds of photos of 
spray. gun with paint names in customizing the best in American 
mixtures, unusual have influenced Detroit: customs, many 
paint schemes, Babbs, Bailon, Barvis, NEVER BEFORE 
scalloping! Emory, Ayala. PUBLISHED! 


Or send 85c (covers postage, ete.) to: 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


@S5c AT YOUR NEWSSTAND! 











MEET THE MIGHTY 
MOSS MIDJET! 


e 


e World’s Finest Small iA 
xing Car ('/2 midget) q 


+] 


ndy winner, Sam Hanks fits his 6 ft. 185 lb. frame 
comfortably into a 


1OSS '/a MIDJET APPROVED BY INTERNATIONAL 1% MID- 
7 hp McCullough 2-cycle engine GET ASSOCIATION 
br 3 hp Continental 4-cycle engine - 
6 in. high side rail Write to Sam Hanks c/o Moss 
Steel belly pan Engineering Co. for Moss Midjet 
Sturdy aircraft construction brochure and free autographed 
Race-winning rack and pinion picture! — 
type steering 
Adjustable torsion bars for 


weight distribution DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
Sealed bearings 


Franchises Now Available in Key Territories 


MOSS ENGINEERING COMPANY 


392 East Beach Avenue, Dept. CC-12, Inglewood, California 
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MEET THE i MIDGETS ! 


Be among the first to participate 

in this newest speed sport for young 
adults. Great for the family— 
amateur racing thrills for all! 

CAR CRAFT’s fact-filled feature 

(P. 62) includes racing tips, 

buyer's guide. 

Read the latest on innovations 

like the ‘“‘Y Midgets’’ in every issue 
of CAR CRAFT. 
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CAR CRAFT 
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 
SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

see page 
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EDITOR Dick Day 
MANAGING EDITOR Don Evans 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR Jim Gilbert 
EDITORIAL DESIGN Art Smith 


PRODUCTION Yvonne Hull 


Marie Donnell 
ADVERTISING Jim Long 
AD PRODUCTION Bob Young 


PHOTOGRAPHERS Bob D'Olivo 
Al Paloczy 
Colin Creitz 
Pat Brollier 


EDITORIAL FIELD Bob Hardee 

REPRESENTATIVES George Barris 
Bud Lang 
Frank Faraone 


Wocdy Higgins 


ADVERTISING OFFICES 


5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
524 Book Bidg., Detroit 21, Michigan 

360 N. Michigan Ave., Chicago 1, Illinois 

17 E. 48th Street, New York 17, New York 


Car Craft, U. S. Copyright 1958 by Peterson Publi: 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Les Angeles 





SLINGSHOT 
Romeo Palamides’ immaculately constructed dragster 


CHANGE OF PACE 
Chrysler and GM components are used to restyle a Merc 


QUAD TAILLIGHTS FOR '57 CHEVS 
A simple installation for customizing your Chevy 


FORD FANTASY 
“Universal” approach to restyling is on display 


POWER PACKED DEUCE 
Classic black ’32 Ford Roadster with Chevy power 


- NATIONAL DRAGS AND BONNEVILLE 
Results and plenty of action at country’s top speed events 


ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH 
Easy bolt-on “Spots” to dress up any car 


RESTYLING THE '55 CHEVROLET 
Bailon’s Custom Shop applies latest ideas to popular model 


MEET THE “HALFS” 
Racing thrills for young and old in new half-midgets 


departments 
6 SHOPPING AROUND 69 WHAT'S YOUR PROBLEM? 


12 CORRESPONDENCE 78 CUSTOM QUERIES 


83 COMING ATTRACTION 


cover 


This month's cover shows two shots of Romeo Palamides’ beautiful slingshot-type dragster. Big 392 
cubic inch Chrysler engine pushes car through the quarter mile around the 160 MPH mark. In 
addition to being extremely rapid, it also took 9 foot trophy at the ‘58 Oakland Roadster show. 
r — Anscochromes by George Barris 


DECEMBER, 1958 





SHOPPING 


“CHALLLENGER” CLUTCH 


Perfected and tested for years, the Hays 
Challenger clutch is explosion-proof. 
Used on many World Record holding cars, 
the Hays equipment has a full line 

of series to fit most any later model 
engine. Clutch comes complete with clutch 
plate and the pressure plate. In 

numerous testing periods, the clutch has 
proven to be explosion-proof. Write: 

Bill Hays, Dept. cc, 10180 E. Crosby Ave., 
Garden Grove, California. 


MIDGET TRAILER 

Meeting the growing demand for an easier 
and inexpensive method of hauling 
quarter and half-midgets is a specially 
designed midget car trailer. Eliminating 
awkward and heavy lifting now required, 
the trailer also minimizes damage. 
Torsion bar suspension, adjustable tie 
down, extra wide tire rails, plus 

Timken high speed bearings and 1%” 
ball and safety equipment are included. 
Price available at: Walker Body 

Works, Dept. cc, 9000 Olympic Blvd., 
Beverly Hills, California. 


CAR NAME DECALS 

Latest fad out for customs and hot rods is 
the new “car names.” Anything you can 
think of is used. Two of the originators, 
Baron & Roth have made these popular 
names available in decal form. Color is 
triple coated brilliant gold only 

with a choice of 12 different names such 
as “Night Train,” ‘Purple-People 

Eater,” “Rebel Rouser,” and “Alibi Cart.” 
Price: $1.00 a sheet. Write: The 

Baron & Roth, Dept-cc, 9001 Atlantic Blvd., 
South Gate, California. 


CAR CRAFT] pE 
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MIDGET § 


LASS (A) & (B} MOC 


Racing Heads & Gasket 
Oil Pans Pumps & Breathers 
Ball Bearing Gear Boxes 
Low Inertia Flywheels 
Special Cams, Pistons & 
Billet Rods & Inser 
Balanced Chrome 

erst Tas 


Boll Bearing Crankshaft 
Adaptors for Flywheel Sids 


Magnesium and Wide Taian 
Wheels 
Grooved and Smooth 4 Slicks 
Marvel & Amal Carbs & 
Ware lalna dior) 


F.0.B. TRACK MASTERS INS 


DECEMBER, 1958 


QUAR 
Now Available 
PACEMAKER 


KER 


IDGET 
Deluxe 


TRACK MASTERS INC. 


Y2 MIDGET 
Deluxe and 
Standard Mode 


$595.00 


FEATURING EXCLUSIVE PACEMAKER 
INNOVATIONS 
Fully independent 4-wheel suspension, Front: 
Ball joint with lower A-frames and top trans- 
verse leaf spring, Rear: Unique wide pivot 
swing axles with leaf spring, chain drive thru 
frame-mounted large sprocket and spicer U- 
joint, front suspension design allows full ad- 
justments for toe-in, caster and camber rear 
suspension has adjustable toe-in, spring design 
permits wedging for asphalt tracks. Safety 
equipment includes roll bar and safety belt. 


| Standard Model 
Li $530.00 
A a Mie So > (Solid Rear 


TRACK MASTERS INC. 


9116 VAN NUYS BLVD., CC-12, VAN NUYS, CALIF. 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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Y4-MIDGET MAGNI 


New quarter midget magneto has ben int 

duced by Joe Hunt Engineering. Featuti 

: all ball bearing construction, the m 
There’s no finer power has Alnico rotating magnet, pivotless- 


source for Quarter- points and has been oscillosa 
Midget Racers than tested. It will take 15,000 RPM and h 
Conti “ore simple timing with 25° advance 
ntinenta e ’ retard. The simple and compact magne 
famous since 1902 for eliminates battery, coil, and wirin 


dependability and Price: $49.50. Write: Joe Hunt, 2600 Wi 
life. Red Seal heavy-duty Seat — Vernon, Dept. cc, Los Angeles 8, Californi 
els are built to get up and go. Greater 
piston displacement provides« power in 
excess of their rating, plus low-speed lug- 
ging ability to eliminate stalls. Exclusive 
Contex external ignition system speeds and 
simplifies adjustment, and doubles life of 


points and plug. 


FOR 
DESCRIPTIVE BULLETIN 4 is 
AND ADDRESS OF YOUR a as vee 
DEALER, DROP A CARD "Weare Simplifying the hassle of re-working froac 
TO “MIDGETS,” AT THE a engine mounts for a swap job is the 
, new line of mounts from C&T Automotive. 
ADDRESS SHOWN BELOW: Bolting directly to the stock mounts 
with no other alterations needed, the mount 
install late model V-8’s into '37-'53 
Fords and Mercs. Fabricated from 14” steel 
plate, the mounts feature all welded 
construction. For prices write: C&T Auto- 
motive, Dept. cc, 6926 Lankershim 
Bivd., North Hollywood, California. 





POS-A-TRACTION RACING TIRES AVAILABLE 
QUARTER, HALF, MICRO MIDGETS & GO CARTS! 


in either slick or dirt track designs for all midget 
cars. Top quality and workmanship in construction 
from 19 years’ experience with exclusive rubber 
compounds. 
AVAILABLE TIRE SIZES 
10x 350x4—10 x300x 5 
12 x 400 x 6— 14x 450x6 
16 x 400 x 8— 16x 500 x 8 
18 x 550 x 8 
ALSO AVAILABLE 
Magnesium Racing Wheels for Y%4-'% and Micro 
Midgets. A must for trophy winning performance. 
Deposit required on all orders 
DUAL-DRAGSTER positive traction slick 
(our special soft natural rubber) 
Send for catalog ae 
New General Tires for /, & 


INGLEWOOD TIRE & AUTO SERVICE 


The original retreader of racing slicks (since 1946) 
1101 East Redondo Bivd., Dept. cc-12, Inglewood, California * Ph. ORegon 8-2054 - ORchord 7-0777 


ITORNADO EQUIPMENT 


Vy Midgets 


STREAMLINED QUAD HEADLIGHT BRACKETS 


Uses small 6 in. diameter headlights with same size 
seal beam as 1958 cars. Chrome-like finish for that cus- 
tom appearance. Easily attached to frame. Sturdy alu- 
minum, highly polished. Brackets only $16.95 pr. 
Headlights, prime painted 
Headlights, chrome plated 


CHEV V-8 G-VOLT STARTER 


Just what you need when in- 

Stalling Chev V-8 engine in 

flat head Fords, Plymouths, 

Chev 6s, Jeeps, etc. Requires 

NO alterations to flywheel. 

“i Use your present 6-volt bat- 

tery and generator. No need 

to buy new 12-volt battery, 

change lights, gauges, heater, 

radio, voltage regulator, etc. Use stock Chev distribu- 
tor & 6-volt coil. Fits all 55-58 Chev engines except 
MS cu. in. Starter & Solenoid $47.50, F.0.8. $10.00 
deposit required. 


art) DECEMBER, 1958 


TORNADO STREAMLINED HEADLIGHT BRACKETS 


Chrome-like finish for that custom appearance. Easily 
attached to frame. Strong, heavy aluminum, 
highly polished. Brackets only 
HEADLIGHTS for above. Black enamel, 
sealed beam. Per pair 
TORNADO HEAVY DUTY STEERING ARM 
These are designed to be used in 
conjunction with 37 to 48 ford cross 
steering spindles when adapted to a 
chassis with drag link side steering. 
A must on 28 to 31 Model A and 
32 to 34 V-8 when changing to hy- 
draulic brakes with the above spindles. 
$7.50 (chromed add $2.50). 

Write Dept. CC-12 


SPEED SHOP Ph. TEmpiebar 2-9686 
1143 E. 14th St., Oakland 6, Calif. 


Quantity Prices to Dealers. Write on your 
letterhead. All Prices F.O.8. Ookiand 
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C. Whitney & Co., Leads Them All! FREE! Just Out! 


10 New & Different Designs “Day-Glo” Fluorescent 
CAR PLAQUES & a CRAZY CAR STICKERS 
Matching Jacket Emblems ; 


Hf you ore proud of your chub. here are chi 
planes ond racket emblems thot 


A new tena ond mien euttem con 
ning ot tor cromnd tum end wegale on 
me mwneen, Curated cn wren cokes 
Seeeams tn Ghesen aieame. Umnoaves 
cnas and Gach, suas Ung & @ toto 
Lee stern? 
<0 mu eo atherme—na tain ¢ 
. Me of 
eon, mote cignel aongn vreng—ceuhy restrain $1 00 
Sppined “wn memites CON be ODped ch ony 
mi nett ' 
cron. dy surface. WA aot che, ges! Sade, PLASTIC CAR COVERS 
a Mode of the Finest 
well sire an entire cor, tenders, trunk id. } Meovy Gouge Troms 
Rood, shirts and offer corte * ‘ty colton when 
od 


Orderng “White Gud Black 
we. 236 POSTPAIL ee xe $1.00 
Sea aeeanimainenamemmacea! 


All wear remtorced 

+ Etasncized bottom holds cover 

tamly im place * Woterproot 
7s on and off mn a pity + Greaseorout 
* Folds mto compact gackoge + Flamepract 
REGULAR SIZE for, BUICK Special, Chevrotet 
FORD Mudsor let ond Wow Mercury, 

wnall), Pont Chefien other « 
RARGE SIZE tm BUICK uo 8 Ramer 
ler, Oetote Godge, Huthon Hornet 
Pontac Stor Civetton and other large wre cars 
EXTRA LARGE HEE for Codtinr Fleetwood 
Crysler imperial. Lerge Linccin All station 
oqo ond citer extro lorge sue cons 


ie aaa * tenses Gover Vier! Meery Gouge View! 
est eowes! operct rock 
for sole sold wagner ond eeuer lite, | Me $60 Requicr $7.98 Me. 363 Kequior}).96 


Saddle type litt hook fits smugly ogawet Me. Sl lorge 9.58 Me. $64 Loe 1298 FE Cinta uewgned ond enyreered i> I ean 
frame or ante requires only @ fraction af te Me. S6TEx1S 1988 ree Sag EHO 18.08 Toke ond made! of cas re alteration ae 


nergnht necessary for cemwe 
wdes ony cor Length Yr For Small Foreign Cars, Spertt Cars increoes herepowe rere gos 
heat oie Sine 168 x54 «S54 Also tits Corvette Arent treu comiracten no back mom 
& Midoet ~ Sch wrtOting Rone. deen powet, 
Sag soem | ron cltermve tones Be sure teleecity Mahe 
Me. 34? — Meow Ra Cav. Nanet Vous & stetet Yope of Yeoman 
Me. 548 —Extro Meow = -— on etme $4.95 


See ee 
meivens 199% crvient? tons nivn | RESONATOR ELIMINATOR 
Factory DuplicateCustom | for 1957 FORD VB 


form 


“SETLESELECTET 


old 
one, nehten set slew with erench furnmbhed 
mn package ond the antenna 1 os good os new 


rach $1.00 | srs nestos ano riven wits coroen | EG 1952-56 Ford All Model 
Os care to tonetle Conver, aa 6&Pc. TAH LIGHT K 
$11.95 
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The @oty ond cheapest method 
chonge cid style rocker 
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World’s Largest Automotive Catalog! Now 308 Pages! 


Wy pay bah prices for mud and wee tres? 
tach of these values in shusdy tog Head re 

that wi 5 ve vu vem, of Wouble free 
worce Newer! “utawbon Tread dewen of ail 
faa nibh tha? eats vou Ot of the toughest 
fon ve des wth ext Sent on the 


wath 


Sion = * 2 $13.75 


“Outside the Fender” 


in of travers "Gre a 
ol exvenwee Gomer na toot "Se cain 
mith Vormina dee ach 

and omy tu tobow metrsciane 
Me TOA ter I,” tewvers, Me 708 ter 214” 
louvers. Me. TOC ter 4's” never $5.95 
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Set of @ $11.50 tac $2.89 


ruvene Coued by Sucking Hydrauhe Lifters 
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Set wectedes 16 Tepper & Adpestebte Pashrots 
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49-92 Cre 2 PIECE CULL woes 
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CONVERSION KIT fer 
1949-50 FORD GRILLE 


Contows the neces 


per set 


to Cover poyment wm full (or 75% depewt 


PAY POSTAGE on items morted POSTPAID «hen poy 
compares order You pay Wuprng chorges on stems not 
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ELECTRIC PUSH 
BUTTON DOOR KIT 
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Ten INC Pee re 
pages of last minute NEW items 


Inis grant 108 poge cotalog poched with 
over 85,000 tems for the ovtometive, truck 
4er, hot red and custom cor owner ” 
yours FREE with ony order tor tems selected 
from this advertisement Wo you ive want 
the cutalog. send only 25 te cover port of 
bending and molting cow ‘refunded on 


your first order) 
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NATIONAL 
SCHOOLS 
LOS ANGELES 37 CALIFORNIA 
NATIONAL SCHOOLS, DEPT. D1E-128 
4000 S. FIGUEROA ST., LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. 


Rush free Auto Diesel ‘‘Opportunity’’ Book and 
sample lesson. No salesman will call. 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS __ eee 

_ ZONE STATE 


CD Check if interested ONLY in Resident Training at Los Angeles. 
VETERANS: Give date of Discharge 


COMING NEXT MONTH 
RESTYLING THE '59 CHEV 


DO-IT-YOURSELF nN 


TEU T a 
iG 
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COLUMBUS CUSTOM 
Dear Sir: 


I have been reading hot rod magazines ew 
since I was about thirteen and I think 
CRAFT is the most. I have always wanted 
see my car in a car magazine. It is a ‘50 Fos 


It has the hood and trunk shaved, frend 


headlights, a custom grille and "51 Ford hol 


and shell. It is lowered two inches in the b 
and the doors work on solenoids. It has min 
pin striping and is painted baby blue. Jem 
Manley customized it, but I hope to do 
little more. 


— Jerry Henry 
Columbus, Ind. 


CONTINUE 


A New and Easy Method for Striping Your Car 

Designed Specifically for the *“‘Do It Yourself Fan’ 
Reg. Kit Includes: Easy Instructions. Illustrations 
Patterns, Pro. Brush, Ready-Mixed Striping Paint 
Specify 1 Color: White. Black, Red $3.0) 
Kit #2 (Reg. Kit Plus 2 Extra Cclors) 5.0 
Kit #3 (Reg. Kit Pius 14 Special Patterns: 
Eyeballs, Skulls. Spider Webs. Dragons: 6.0 
Kit 21 (Reg. Kit Plus 3 Colors, Spcl. Patterns: 


Vent Striping Bit 


1509 N. SAN FERNANDO - 


12 


DEPT. CC-12 ° 


BURBANK, CALIF 


CAR CRAF 


d 
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SPECIAL ON RACING HEADS $12.50 


© RACING CYLINDER HEADS © BATTERY DISTRIBUTOR SHAFTS 
© COPPER HEAD GASKETS © CHROME MOLLE BULL GEAR 
Fe DISTRIBUTORS © EHRIENFRIED CARBURETORS 
Me RACING CAMSHAFTS © EXHAUST PIPES & FLANGES 
A VALVE KIT © OlL PUMPS 
jhe B VALVE KIT © RACING FLYWHEELS 
@ STOCK VALVE KIT © HEAVY DUTY REDUCTION GEAR BOX 
© FINNED VALVE COVERS © ASPHALT SLICK TIRES —Front 300 x 5” 
@ RACING RODS Reor 12 x 400 x 6” 
© CHROME MOLLE DIPPERS © CRANKCASE BREATHERS 
ROD INSERTS © ASCOT BLOCK REAR TIRES 
CRANKSHAFT NEEDLE © OIL SUMPS (Large Capacity) / 
BEARINGS Z 
BALL BEARING CRANK- 
SHAFT ADAPTOR 


@ HELMETS , il 
MARVEL CARBURETORS & = 
MANIFOLDS 


AMAL CARBURETORS & 
MANIFOLDS Ports & 
© BING & EHRIENFRIED COMPLETE LINE OF “== : ; Price Lists 
MANIFOLDS CONTINENTAL ENGINE PARTS ; upon request 


| 4 Dept. CC-12 * 365 °G° St... San Bernardino Calif 
Pe L112 | ee 


Clean as o whistle look 


Pick-up trucks 


Pan-O-Rama straight bar bolt-on grille for '53-'56 Fords, '55-'58 Chevrolet 


pick-ups. Fabricated with Chrome Moly Square Tubing, the new grilles 
can be installed using simple hand tools and 4 bolts. No torch work or 95 
drilling necessary. Completely assembled and shipped as one unit, the 


Pan-O-Rama grilles give that ‘‘full floating? look, 


|}rama f ; from TALENT INDUSTRIES 


121 WEST LINDEN AVENUE ¢ CC-12 
BURBANK, CALIFORNIA © THORNWALL 5-5441 


DECEMBER, 1958 13 





Smart 4 Midget Buyers Look for L & T T a ye % 
LUTHER SPEED EQUIPMENT conti 


Gear Your Car to 


OKINAWAN TRANSPLANT 
Dear Sir: 
Go Enclosed are four pictures of my '55 Ch 
with the 210 two door sedan. The taillights are '§ 
Buick and the side chrome is ‘55 Dodgy 


LUTHER Lancer. The gas tank opens in the trunk, thi ¥ 

rear wheel openings have been enlarged anif b 

SUN GEAR! the hood and deck have been shaved. Thf y' 

interior is blue and whité, rolled and paddelf 

$1 8.50 with foam rubber. All window frames havj e 
been chrome plated. 


Precision Machined from the Finest e " 
Close Grained Chrome Moly Stee! s Rie ee 


© FASTER ACCELERATION 
e HIGHER RPM 
@ GUARANTEED NOT TO EXPLODE 


Send for DEALER INQUIRIES 
free brochure INVITED 


LUTHER ENGINEERING 


6 Esther yore ll CC-12, RYan 1-8197 The car was pl 1 by J. Pajerski, J. Jo 
ena, Calif. zn y a : 
son and myself while stationed in Okinaw 
The body work was done by the Car Clinig — 


and interior by the Juji Upholstering Shop 
both on Okinawa. 


7 ha ae : a AE - 
NEW ays ormance aii I hope you find my car worth mentioning 
in your magazine. 
TRACTION-MASTER SHOCK ABSORBERS ; 
A : — Arthur Kizer D 
For your car's Better, Safer Handling Sesiin tinal 
Write for details on this sensational ooele, Ut 
- phe asus camper prod ape The Islander's workmanship seems to be on 
TRACTION-MASTER CO. (or Angete 6 Coit, (ORD Ce 
CONTINUE 
VW Th ul COMPLETE READY TO RU 
; . tt i OR RACE $5562 
MONZA i. . aA oh, 
Here at last is the % sports car” ‘ e 
you have been hearing so much about : e 3 ‘ 
e Full clutch ¢ Rugged naugahyde upholstery Gm, ’ ° 
¢ Swing front axle suspension e Your choice of a, ’ 
colors with your racing number e¢ Big car racing type er e 
steering wheel e Two seated e¢ Carpeted ¢ This car is fully 
engineered and manufactured by the aircraft standards as . b gas ’ e 
the Jet Aircraft of today e Completely safe ¢ Real roadability " “i 
e All the feel of a big car 
Send for our Free informative brochure 
ca Distributed by 
product o 
LUTHER ENGINEERING 
CHARCON ENTERPRISES 6 Esther, Posadena, Calif. 
CC-12C, 7712 Gentry, North Hollywood, Calif. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
CAR CRAFE p; 
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Save Money—Time —Wear and Tear 


HAUL YOUR MIDGET IN A 


WALKER MIDGET TRAILER : 


ta. 4, and %) Midgets may be small, but the cost of 
np building homemade trailers is BIG. Let Wolker cut 
your Midget problems down to size with this custom 


addelf trailer. 

@ SPECIAL RAMP ELIMINATES HEAVY 
LIFTING, DESIGNED FOR EXTRA 
PROTECTION 

® TORSION BAR SUSPENSION 

@ ADJUSTABLE TIE DOWN 

@ EXTRA WIDE TIRE RAILS 

@ TIMKEN HIGH SPEED BEARINGS 

© 1%” BALL AND SAFETY EQUIPMENT 


Price available at: 


WALKER BODY WORKS Dept. CC-12 


9000 OLYMPIC BOULEVARD © BEVERLY HILLS, CALIF. CRestview 6-1290 


MIDGET 


ENGINEERED WITH AIR- 

CRAFT PRECISION FOR 

SAFETY AT SPEED! 

. a a tested The heat's on the rest of the field when you're behind 

* Tempered fiberglass body the wheel of the DMC Half Midget racer... designed 
* Engine is Continental Red Seal ; 

hp 4 cycle to win... fast-paced in the straightaway, stable and 


© Heavy weight leather-grain i 3 ; 
naugahyde upholstery solid in the turns. A consistent winner... fast, strong 


® Quick change style wheels with 
half snidgot size paoumatic tires ...and safe! 


Write Today for Free Illustrated Brochure: 


DEVICE MOTOR CO. INC. DEPT. CC-12 
12019 VOSE STREET, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
A DECEMBER, 1958 





NEW 1/4 & '/2 MIDGET 
MAGNETOS 


® Designed and tested far 
beyond maximym engine rpm 


@ Manufactured by the builders 
of the last 7 consecutive Indy 
500 winners. More competition 
victories than all other makes combined. 


Eliminates Battery 

Ball Bearing mounted, Alnico Rotating 
Magnet 

Pivotless Aircraft type points 


@ Molded coil 
Write for free technical 


brochure 
SALES and 
SERVICE 
AXtmiaster 2-8137 Dept 
500 W. Vernon Ave. o"!2 


A. J. SWANSON 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 


FEATURES 


Write fer free parts list and 
informative brochure. 


A. J. SWANSON 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 


1526 North Ivar, Dept. CC-12 
Hollywood 28, California 


LETTERS 


LITTLE TANK 
Dear Sir: 

Enclosed are some photographs of my ' 
Ford 2-door sedan. Here is what has beg 
done to my LITTLE TANK. ‘56 Cadillg 
headlights, ‘49 Hudson grille bars (whi 
have been frenched into the fenders), seag 
and holes in the front end have been fillet 
hood and deck have been filled. The upp 
grille bar has been filled in, air scoops in re 
fenders. "57 Plymouth taillights have be 
frenched in, and set upside down at an ang 


: 


ie 


a 


a 


*- 


IF 


It has an all white interior with red button 
one piece headliner which is held up wi 
buttons. Kickpanels, and boot are Naugahyée 
The engine is a 34 race 48 Merc. 34 Isk 
cam, 2 Stromberg 97 carbs en an Edelbrod 
super manifold, Harman-Collins magneto. 


All of the body work was done by Nop 
Kay, he sprayed it with nine coats of Fi 
Lime Opal lacquer. Jerry Welch, and mys¢ 
did the interior. I put the scallops, which 
gold with silver tips, on myself. 

— Sam Mannos 
Salt Lake City, Utah 
Your Ford is one of the nicer '46 models 
have seen, Sam.— Ed. 





Rice, Dodd & Hartell Dragster 


The most consistent performing team in drag 
racing uses a HAYS clutch exclusively. 


Driver Cal Rice reports 2 years continuous use on 

only one Hays Challenger assembly without 

replacement. 

You too can enjoy this competition-approved 

dependability by using an explosion-proof Chal- HAYS CLUTCHES 
START AT $55.00 


lenger in your street, racing or drag machines. 


Send for free technical brochure 


HAYS RACING CLUTCHES 


(not a rebuiit stocker) 
10180 East Crosby, Garden Grove, Calif. CC-12 
Phone TW. 3-0155 


Make Your Car QUARTER MIDGET 
SHOCKS 


Price $17.10 ea. 


write for literature 


® Fully Adjustable 50-50 Action © Fits All Cars, All Sides 
© All Parts Beautifully Chromed ® Rubber Insulated Connection 


California Speed & Sport 
298 Jersey Avenue New Brunswick, N.J., Dept. CC-12 KI 5-1339 


4-WHEEL TORSION-BAR SUSPENSION 

ADJUSTABLE FRICTION SHOCKS 

SQUARE-TUBE, “BOX SECTION” CHASSIS 
@ SEPARATE, UPHOLSTERED BUCKET SEAT 


Amazing suspension system—designed by 
a: men with Indianapolis car experience— 


s = make this the best handling car on the 
"¥ $575° a ae Pr wie track! 
Ae complete o— ; . : 
~ Dealers being appointed nationally 


the GRAND PRIX VY midget 


THE GRAND PRIX MFG. CORP. + 1710 Potrero Avenue * CC-12 + El Monte, ar ree 
DECEMBER, 1958 
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Romeo Palamides, owner and builder of fast sling 

shot, devoted 5 months time to building of his burly 

Chrysler engined dragster. Needle-nosed speedster has 

been consistently turning near the 160 MPH mark at drags, 

and was also awarded the 9-foot trophy at the Oakland Roadster 

Show for the Most Beautiful Competition Car. Hand-made body is of 
aluminum and features a plastic-enclosed canopy which tops off the 
smooth lined dragster adding to its beautiful aerodynamic construction. 


CONTINUED 





Space tube-style frame construc- 
tion is the foundation for stream- 
lined body. Rear-end is bolted 
to frame; a quick-change center 
section is used with 3.78 gears. 
Front suspension is leaf spring 
with Ford tube axle. Slick tires 
and smaller front rubber are 
mounted on Palamides wheels. 
Body tapers from 58-inch front 
tread to a 48-inch rear tread. 





'58 Chrysler with 392 cubic inches uses Forge-true pistons, Hilborn injectors, Scintilla 
ignition, tube push rods, stock rocker arms, 10:1 compression ratio and no transmission. 


Cockpit reveals working end of Franklin steering gear. 
Driver sits behind rear-end, to concentrate weight on wheels, 
in detailed interior. Triple-spot brakes serve as car's binders. 
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~ Chrysler grille and parking lights of year 1956 adorn 
the front end of San Diego's Eddie Lopez's '51 Mercury. 
J. C. Toigo’s Auto Body is responsible for fine custom. 


"55 Chrysler taillights are perched on top of rear part 
of fenders. Side trim is a combination of '56 Buick and 
"57 Chevy pieces which separate Titian Red/gold hand- 
rubbed lacquer paint job. Doors are opened electrically. 


Rear wheel openings are covered by skirts which are of 
the flared variety and have chrome screen inserts of the 
popular expanded metal. Hidden by skirts, but seen on 
front wheels are '57 Olds discs with 3 extra fins added. 


Interior was completely rejuvenated with the addition of 

pleated, rolled Naugahyde upholstery carried out in a 

diamond-shaped theme. The interior garnishings were | 
* spray painted gold to match exterior color combination. 





Miniature “bullets,” stock lenses, and 
universal lights are the simple ingredients of 
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ON MANY CUSTOM ars, it’s the little goodies which single them out from the mass. 
This month we bring to you one of these small details on a ‘57 Chew that has proved 
to be an eye-catcher. The 1957 Chevrolet taillight section offers an ideal spot to install quad 
taillights. An easy restyling job, the only items needed to perform this rear blinker switch 
are an extra set of '57 lenses, accessory light bucket or housing, and tools. If you wish you can 
leave the finished installation as it is, or you can go one step further and add small chromed | 
bullets to the lights, lending more of a custom atmosphere. Another twist would be to color | 
chrome the spinners to match the car’s exterior color scheme. This custom feature can be used 
equally well on a semi-custom car or on a full-custom. However, no matter what style car you 
have, the change-over to quad taillights on the 1957 Chevy is an inexpensive and novel 
restyling trick. If it appeals to you, you can pick up the lenses at your local Chevrolet dealer, 
while the light bucket and chromed spinners can be procurred at California Custom Accessories 


or any leading automobile accessory store. 


1. First, new lenses from '57 Chevrolet are 2. With the lens held in position, mark the 


held in position to check for proper fit. spot to be drilled out for mounting screws. 


4. Mark and center punch section which is 


3. Drill out holes for attachment screws, 
to be cut out to accommodate light bucket. 


using an electric drill and proper size bit. 
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QUAD TAILLIGHTSIF 
__ 


5. Using center mark as a guide, 6. New taillight housing is now mounted f 9. 
holesaw attachment is used to cut section. on inside of opening and wiring connected. $ for 


ee oe a 


ox. Vee €e? 


7. Taillight lens may now be installed or 8. If you are adding the “bullets,” deter- 
bullets added by following next steps. mine center of lens and mark it for guide. § solic 
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‘97 CHEVS 


10. After drilling hole, mount the “‘bullet’’ 11. Here is the finished appearance. Tail- 
solidly to the lens with a metal screw. light takes on a distinctive, custom look. 
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“Universal” approach to” 


restyling is well displayed . 
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Carl and Sam Lombardo lean gently on trophy-winning 
! Eldorado green masterpiece. Requiring 13 months 
time, their beauty was built by Bushston Custom's, 
Cleveland. Moulded to body, grille shell houses '54 
Chevy center bar with 29 teeth mounted vertically. 


Photos by Dick Day 


Blending smoothly with '56 Ford's body line is the '55 
Pontiac side trim which was shortened to fit. Handles 
on door were removed, holes filled, and now operated 
electrically; windows, aerial, and trunk also electric. 


CONTINUED 
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be extended 4-in. at top and cut 2-in. 
bottom to accommodate the lights. Car i: 
lowered 4-inches forward and 5-inches aft, 


one-half of a '55 Olds ring, moulded-in. Th 
hood has a large scoop which was takenj?lush 
from '54 Merc. The stock °56 Ford bumpel Shop, 
is split, holes are filled, and '51 Ford parkjmetal 
lights installed; license separates bumper. 





j The Lombardo bros. didn't overlook trunk; 
white Naugahyde with green buttons, dark 
a@green rugs beautify rear compartment. 


Adding greatly to overall appearance of 
custom are Dayton Knock-off wire wheels 
and whitewalls. Chrome wheels fit perfectly 
with clean and crisp lines of eastern car. 


SPlush interior is work of Jampen Upholstery 

Shop, Cleveland. Color scheme is gun- 
,imetal gray and metallic green, with darker 
rigreen rugs; genuine leather is the material. 
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POWER 
PACKED 
DEUCE 








Ae 
Jet black ‘32 roadster was built and is owned by 
Geno Ames of Tacoma, Wash. Droopy headlights / 
pirated from MG, mounted on special frames. Wind- £ 


shield frame chopped total of 4-in., lowering height. 


Bumpers are ‘40 Ford, while taillights are early Ford 
teardrops. Rear wheels were reversed and mounted 
on 8.20 tires, 5.90’s being run on front. Covered 
running boards have diamond-shape stitched on. 





a 
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Driver is confronted with an array of S-W 
gauges mounted in dash board. Interior of 
open air cruiser is fully upholstered in a 
two-tone scheme of black and white pleated, 
rolled Naugahyde. Rod has matching rug. 


CONTINUED 
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°56 Chevy with 283 cubes has 
been bored to 3%” while stroke 
was left stock. Engel cam, stock 
Corvette push rods, rocker arms, 
*57 “270” heads with 9.5:1 c.r. 
are run. Ports were enlarged 
¥%” and polished; Edelbrock 3- 
pot manifold with Stromberg 
97's, Spaulding ignition used. 


Photos by Bud Lang 


CAR CRAFT 





SiIwvieL. aemas 
TILA RM NNOeEt 


TIOT1IOSS WOTITIOCULIOO TeTroSeds 


1958 


DECEMBER, 





CAR CRAFT 





Text and Photos by Bob Pendergast 


p?>8's BONNEVILLE National Speed Trials 

had much more to make them memorable 
that the mere fact that this was the tenth 
anniversary of the hot rodder’s first meet on 
the fabulous salt beds of Utah. More impor- 
tant, this was the year of the big nomy at 
‘— the smashing of the “psychological barrier” 
that heretofore existed at the 200 mph point 
in hot rod competition. Out of 108 cars that 
actually showed up at the meet and were 
timed, 17 exceeded the magic 200 mph figure. 
That's an average of roughly 1 car out of 
every 6 in competition! 

This would indeed be a noteworthy achieve- 

iy Ssment even if the cars hitting the double cen- 
sy mark had all been of the streamliner 
but even more impressive is the fact 
Bo, weren't. Besides the streamliners, 5 
¥ ters, 1 competitiog, coupe, 1 coupe, 
modified roadsters even 1 stock-bodi 
succeeded in breaking the 200 bar- 
Ss this melee of modified production 
machinery “emerged one particular perform- 
ance that may bésgome sort of an unofficial 
record in itself — we're refering to a 244 
mph run by the Brissette a carol tl fae 
hoffer. Their “E” Lakester turned 
speed yet attained by an open-wheel 28 
the history of the Bonneville Nationals, pow- 
ered by a blown Chrysler engine. 

And that’s another story—the sudden emer- 
gence of supercharging upon the hor rod 
scene after this proven power-producer had 
lain dormant for a quarter century. But the 
list of record breakers tells that story well, 
and the accompanying photos give the frantic 
feel of this year's Bonneville bash even better 
yet. Enough said — let’s look at the action. 


ABOVE ° Expanse of salt must be seen to be 
appreciated — hazy rise in distance is over 
13 mi. away! — LEFT * Callaway-Worobieft 
Crosley used blown 331” Chrysler to break 
200; set new ‘'E'' Competition Coupe record 
at 201.580 average. RIGHT ° Perry Bros. 
are one of best known (and liked) teams in 
straightaway racing; maintained family tra- 
dition by topping ‘'B”’ Roadster field for 
third straight year. Dodge V8 powered their 
entry to best one-way speed, 161.87 mph. 
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| BONNEVILLE 


RIGHT * Contrast in methods of breaking 
200 barrier couldn't be greater than that 
shown between the Chet Herbert 272 mph, 
3-Chev engined streamliner, and 209 mph 
'32 roadster alongside. Entered by Waters, 
Sughrue, Edwards and Smith, Deuce used 
GMC-blown DeSoto to set **D"’ Class record. 


ABOVE ° 4-barrels seem to hang on to their 
place at Bonneville better than elsewhere — 
“A” Lakester record, set by Baldwin, Som- 
merfeld & Williams Riley with homemade 
injector made a two-way ave. of 162.868. 


Cobbs-Freudiger Spl. was one of most unus- 
val ‘‘C’’ Modified Roadsters in maintaining 
conventional front engine, rear driver loca- 
tions. Blown, de-stroked Chev V8 accounted 
for new record average of 214.959 mph, so 
car's differences can't be very detrimental. 
Same engine won ‘‘C’’ Comp. Cpe., in '57. 





car crarr | DEC 


DECEMBER, 1958 


ABOVE ¢ Thompson & Voigt ‘‘E'’ Streamliner 
was driven by Mickey Thompson to all-time 
record for American cars — 266.866 two- 
way, 294.117 one-way. Twin Chry. engines 
(right) total 850 cu. in.; aren't connected by 
anything but throttle linkage as car is 4- 
wheel drive. Jeep cans hold cooling water. 


LEFT ° After three years of trying, Lou Bing- 
ham copped ‘'C’’ Gas Roadster record with 
time af 150.676 from his 303” Olds pow- 
ered '32. Best one-way speed turned by this 
car was 151.26, showing consistent tuning. 


CONTINUED 





Roadsters were out in force this year, with 
roughly 1 car out of 4 being of this type. 
Entry above is Valley Auto Supply Spl. from 
San Francisco. Blown Dodge V8 power was 
adequate for new “‘C’’ Roadster record of 
181.773 after car qualified at 184.04 mph. 


40 





After years of harassing the overheads a 
speeds above 200 using a blown flathead, 
Tom Beatty finally forsook underhead valve} i 
fraternity and showed up this year with abe 
303” Olds. Running a 6-71 GMC blowerl| 
adapted with kit of his manufacture, (leg 
he set new ‘‘D’' Lakester record of 232.9879) 
after qualifying second fastest in this cle 

at 236.51. Space-frame type constructi 
independent swing-axle rear-end has gi 

the chassis of Tom's car the reputation 
being one of the safest cars at the 


Me 
“>” 
‘e" co 
co 
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‘E” STR 
‘ere RO. 
siete IG 
SanChez’ Stude, a Bonneville regular, turn © pv 
ed 210.40 one-way this year powered byfp" co 
Jim Kamboor's 448” Chrysler which runt,,.,, IG. 
special aluminum heads visible above. Car 1G. 
set ‘‘D’’ Coupe record with new averageilall abo 
of 184.479 mph with Gary Cagle driving. 
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T * Karol Miller returned 
vith his famed gasser; ran ‘B’’ 
Class OHV Merc with Latham 
Blower to break his own '57 
record set with big ‘‘C"’ sized 
mill. BELOW * Summers’ Bros. 
“D" Modified Roadster ran 302” 
supercharged Chrysler to set a 
new record at 221.062; turned 
one run at 227.12 for all-time _ 
roadster high speed. BELOW, | - 
RIGHT * Howie Eichenhoffer 
drove the Brissette Bros. & @ 
Eichenhoffer ‘‘E'’ Lakester to a 
new high for open-wheeled cars: — 3 
244.89. Car set record in '57. 9& 


NEW BONNEVILLE NATIONAL RECORDS 


(asterisks (*) indicate supercharged engine) 
Entry Engine 

“C" ROADSTER Valley Auto Supply Spl. 

San Francisco, Calif. 
“D" ROADSTER Waters, . Edwards and Smith 

Bakersfield, Calif. 

MODIFIED Cobbs Freudiger 

Santa Monica, Calif. 
Summers Brothers, Pomona, Calif. 


Kamboor, SanChez, Ansen Spl. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
a ad — ITION Callaway & Worobieft 
COUPE Palmdale, Calif. 
‘A LAKESTER Baldwin, Sommerfeld & Williams 
Burbank, Collif. 
DY LAKESTER Tom Beatty Automotive Engineering 
€” STREAMLIN cpeon A oleh, Sell, Colth 
gee ER Thompson & Voigt, e if. 
‘C’ ROADSTER Lov Bingham, La Jofia, Calif. 
(GAS) 
‘C’ COUPE Karol Miller, Houston, Texas 


Lewis Ashby, Odessa, Texas 
Norm Thatcher, Van Nuys, Calif. 
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Text & Photos by Bob Pendergast 


F THERE WAS ever aay"doubt in anyone's mind about the NHRA’s all-gas National 
Championship Drags being the hot rod event of the year, it was dispelled over this past 
Labor Day week-end. Commencing the preceding Thursday, hot rod type people, both spec- 
tators and participants, began entering Oklahoma City (the event's site for the second year) 
in an apparently never ending stream. Before the sun set the following Monday, 500 hot rods 
(sorry, no cycles or stockers) had competed in what is indubitably the world series of drag 
Sracing. This half-thousand strong aggregation of American Ingenuity was operated by sevetal 
, thousand enthusiastic hot rodders from all walks of life, fulfilling their positions as drivers, § 
tuners, mechanics, and even crewmen who might have little to say about their duties other than 
“I just push”. 

The performances extracted from these machines wete watched by a total of 140,000 
eyes during the four-day event's running. Undoubtedly the largest crowd ever assembled to 
watch a strictly amateur sporting event, the throng was awed by exhibitions of resourcefulness 
such as Art Arfon’s “Green Monster” dragster, which set the top speed of the meet at 156.25 

. mph, and the fantastically quick Cyr & Hopper #215 dragster (one of two entered by this 
team) that annexed Best Elapsed Time honors with a run that requited only 9.56 seconds to 
* cover the quarter-mile from a standing start. Cyr & Hopper achieved pfominence again when 
“they later became Top Eliminators with their “second string” car! 

Proof-positive of hot rodders’ ability was furnished in all classes of competition, both 
during the eliminations conducted Sunday and in the record attempts held Monday. Out of 
24 classes of competition offered to hot rods, 18 had new records established before the end 

Of the day —a fitting note on which to end the fourth annual National Drags. 





Art Arfons of Akron, Ohio, captured top time of meet at 156.25 mph with “Green Mon- 
ster” #11. Powered by a Rolls-Royce aircraft engine, car's performance won it the “A” 
Dragster top time award trophy presented by the Eastern Carolina Drivers Association. - 


§ Cyr & Hopper team from Escondido, Calif., 
entered two cars, primarily in an attempt 

| fo sell the oldest of the two; the new one 

§ (see page 46-47) was eliminated, however, 
§ and “‘old reliable’’ went on to win Top Elim- 
} inator with an E.T. of 10.04 on final run. 


Wayne Mertens, left accepts the Car Craft 
Sportsmanship Trophy from NHRA Field Di- 
rector Tex Smith on behalf of his club, the 
Belleville (Illinois) Gear Jammers, who gave 
up running their cars in competition in or- 
! der to become invaluable event personnel. 
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To the victor go the spoils — Mr. Eliminator 
Ted Cyr has jusf accepted Champion Spark 
Plug Trophy from Carole Shipman, and is 
being presented with keys to the brand new 
Chevrolet by Sam Steed, representing Mare- 
mont Automotive Products, truck’s donor. 


Two of kind — Dodge V8 powered Deuces battle it out for ‘'C’’ Altered Class supremacy. 
On the left: Billie Rasmussen, of Fort Worth, who repeated his '57 win by turning 106.88 
in 13.11 seconds to win out over worthy opponent John Sauer, of San Bernardino, Calif. 
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Street roadsters were represent- 
ed by a strong turn-out for two 
classes offered at the nationals. 
Here two of the ‘’B"’ Class chal- 
lengers who were eliminated 
later battle it out during one of 
preliminary elimination rounds. 


CONTINUED 





One of meet's major threats until sidelined 
with broken axle was Howard Johansen's 
twin-Chev dragster. Ingenious arrangement 
has engines tilted, one reversed, with power 
taken through gears to one clutch and pin- 
ion, thus minimizing drive-line power losses. 


Brother of famed pro tennis star and avid 
rodder Pancho Gonzales, Ralph Gonzales 
went far into eliminations with blown Cad 
powered dragster before being done under. 
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Aircraft-engined dragsters performed like 
never before, getting off the line really 
well. Pendleton, Eskilin, Snyder, Aver and 
Nimitz Allison-engined monster shows how. 


Defending Champion Buddy Sampson, of 
Phoenix, Ariz., piloted Garnard & Steineg- 
ger dragster. Ultra-light car was powered 
by GMC-blown Buick V8, had double-tube 
truss frame; cycle-style spoke front wheels. 
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Cyr & Hopper's hopes had been pinned on 
entry at immediate left, until starting line 
broadslide incident shown here gave Jay 
Cheatham victory. Cyr-Hopper combo then 
concentrated on ‘‘For Sale"’ car, eventually 
won meet! Cheatham, Sunnyvale Calif., was 
later eliminated by other Cyr-Hopper car. 


“Saat 


CONTINUED 





One of the most popular changes in pro- 
gram this year was the addition of a ‘‘Little 
Eliminator’’ award in the form of a Trophy 
posted by Coca-Cola. Contestants eligible 
were winners of ‘A’, “B"’, ''C’’, “D’’, and 
“E’’ Gas Coupe/Sedan Classes. Winner, 
Jr. Thompson, blown-Chev powered Stude. 
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As interesting as they come, technically so, was Jack Moss’ ‘‘2-Much"' twin-engined entry. 
A different approach to the situation than reflected in Howard's car, Moss chose to dup- 
licate driveline components all the way in the search for added reliability. Twin Chev 
V8 engines drive through dual flywheels, clutches, and rear-end center sections pow- 
ering a common rear axle shaft. Jay Cheatham's Olds downed Jack early in eliminations. 
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ae ad a 
Big four-barrel contingent had a ball in “*X"’ Class, eventually won by Dr. M. L. Leahy 


(right) of Wichita Falls, Tex. Runner-up was Merrymen Club entry from Long Beach, Calif. 
Speed was 99 flat, with 13.77 sec. E.T. Both cars ran OHV converted Model ‘'B’’ Fords. 


Repeat ‘‘C’’ Dragster winner from '57 meet was Masters’ Dragliner, still Chevy powered. 
Dragliner, farthest from camera here, had the Berkshire Beetle’s DeSoto to contend with 
on run shown. Walter Markert, Jr., of Amherst, Massachusetts, was pilot of ‘Beetle’. 
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ACCESSORY OF THE MONTH 


a | | 


| 
So AGGESSORIES | 
easy bolt-on 
VA "7 | 
spots” are 

ca a 
priced right 


NE OF THE important items that custom 
O enthusiasts usually “top off’ their cars a 
with, are dual spotlights. In most cases they 
are strictly for appearance and seldom, if 
ever, are they put to use. The cost for a pair 
of spotlights is usually around $60.00, with 
another $10.00 for installation charge. Re- 
cently however, “Dummy” spotlights were 
introduced on the automotive market. They 
are designed after the popular “Appleton” 
spotlights, which are no longer available, and 
are just the thing for the person who wants 
the added beauty of dual spots without the 
prohibitive cost and trouble of installing 
them. Another advantage of the “Dummy” 
spots is that they are easily installed on any 
car in less than a half hours time, whereas, 
many spotlights can not be made to fit on late 
model cars with “wrap around” windshields. 
The only tools necessary for the installation 
are a drill and a screwdriver. They may be 
mounted anywhere the owner desires, such as 
on the windshield post on early models or on 
the windshield molding of late models. The 
lead photos show you an example of both 
types of installations. Price for a pair of the 
“Dummy” spots is $27.95. They are available 
from California Custom Accessories, 1807 
West 65th St., Los Angeles 47, Calif. 
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1. First step is to determine where spot- 
lights are to be mounted and mark position. 


3. Mark area to be filed, shown in previous 4. After filing is completed, place spot- 
photo, then file bracket to match curvature. _ light in position and mark attachment holes. 
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5. Next, center punch points just marked, to 6. Select a bit the same size as attachment 
5, provide an accurate guide for drilling holes. | screws and drill holes through the moulding. 


7. Fit rubber gasket, which is included in 8. Final step is to tighten down the spot- 
kit, to mounting bracket and insert screws. light. Finished job looks like ‘‘real thing.” 
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THE ’55 CHEVROLET : 
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ILLUSTRATIONS BY DICK COLLIER 


iy A POLL WERE ever taken to determine the most popular model Chevrolet built, there 

would probably be an overwhelming majority of the votes cast in favor of the year 1955. 
The fact that an all-time sales record was produced for that year is ample proof of the public's 
acceptance and the customizers were also quick to recognize the trend and jumped on the 
band wagon for the Chev due to its restyling potentiality. Because of this point, an increasing 
amount of customized “five-fives” have appeared on the custom scene. With these facts in 
mind, we feel safe in saying that the 1955 Chevrolet probably leads the way for the Chevy 
line when “custom bait” is sought. 

This month we followed through with the above hypothesis and asked Joe Bailon, our 
guest customizer of the month, to produce a restyle job on a ’55 Chevy that gives a subdued 
effect and blends perfectly with the natural lines of the body. 

As you can see, the custom work is not radical, nor is it mild. It is a pleasant combining 
of components, lending a custom atmosphere, while all the time retaining the stock feeling 
about it brought on because of the subtle changes. Operating within a mythical $1000 budget, 
Joe has come up with an attractive and distinctive restyled automobile that anyone would be 
proud: of, without resorting to drastic torch work. 
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BODY MODIFICATIONS 


. As is usually the first step in customizing 
a car, all of the chrome trim was removed 
and given to the local junk dealer, except for 
the side piece which was left in its standard 
position. The small portion which leads down 
to the horizontal strip was removed, leaving 
only the chrome segment which runs parallel 
with the car’s lines. 

A moderate lowering job of four-inches all 
the way around gives a longer look to car. 


FRONTAL CHANGES 

First, to update the car a little, Joe fele that 
quad headlights were in order, so he installed 
58 Chrysler lights. This job required rework- 
ing the headlight rims and installation posi- 
tion on the front fenders. The lights are 


hooded and have a slight lip protruding be 
neath the units to balance the metal shady 
above. Hood trim was given the “deep six’ 
to keep it from distracting from the othy 
modifications. 

A natural for the Chevrolet is the “shat 
tooth” Corvette grille. Joe added extra teeth 
to the center bar to further carry out th 
theme. Directly beneath the “hot one’s” grilk 
cavity is a frenched-in Pontiac split bumper 
Pirated from a ‘55 model, the Pontiac bumper 
provides the Chevy with protection from care 
less drivers and also gives a very neat custom 
appearance to the front portion of the car. 


REAR ASPECT 

Chrome once again was removed, this time 
from the deck lid. Chevy's stock taillight 
housing is a perfect setting for the lenses from 
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THE '55 CHEVROLET | 
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a'55 Buick. They can be easily installed with 


minor reworking of the components. The rear 
sir’ ¢ bumper choice for Bailon was the '55 Pontiac 

front bumper, frenched to rear body pan. This 

balances the overall styling of the Chevrolet. PARTS AND PRICE LIST 


- 


Lowering 


DETAIL Install quad lights 

Those little things that add so much, +t eee oe ee de 
amount to reversing and chroming the wheels, id 

d an installation of lakes plugs. Paint for —taae nn 
this month’s car is obviously a one-color job, — drog -~ 
with the selection left up to the owner. If the paint (complete) 
choice were left to Bailon, he would un- 


doubtedly paint it “Candy Apple Red.” 

There you have it. Joe Bailon, one of the 
nation's more talented customizers has trans- 
formed a 1955 Chevy into a restyled car while 
working with a cost limit of a grand. 


x8 
88 


vSSa8si 
88888888 


S8isesussc 
88 


3 
8 


et POECEMBER, 1958 








New scaled down midget 
speedsters provide racing thrills 
for both young and old 
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ANYONE WHO HAS ever had the urge to 

dive into tight corners, fight a full 
locked broadside, then charge full speed down 
a straightaway, can find these classic racing 
thrills in a new miniature race car called the 
4 Midgét.” Following closely on the heels of 
the popular youthful sport of quarter midget 
racing and go-kart activity comes a truly new 
competitive sport for the whole family. When 
we say “family” we mean just that, for half 
midgets are designed for dad as well as junior 
or sister — and even mom can get into the act 
if she wishes the adventures of true race car 
handling. Pioneered by amiable Bill Moss, of 
Moss Engineering of quarter midget fame, 
the speedsters have already established their 
potential as America’s fastest growing ama- 
teur racing activity by sweeping sports minded 
Southern California as one of the most ver- 
satile events of its kind ever developed. With 
seyeral tracks now in full operation and a 
newly formed International Half Midget As- 
sociation for unity — predictions have it that 
the “halfs” have nothing left to do but grow 
with unanimous acceptance. 

Best description of a % midget is to point 
out that in comparison they are basically an 
advanced stage of the popular quarter midget 
race car. Stretched out to a wheelbase of 50 
inches to a 55 inch maximum and an 85 inch 
overall body length, the car’s slightly en- 
larged size will accommodate adults as well 
as the younger generation with adequate com- 
fort and maneuverability. Punch for the small 
bombs come in two sizes featuring both two- 
cycle and four-cycle powerplants. Two-cycle 
engines are allowed an approximate eight 
cubic inch displacement, while four-cycle cubic . 
inch rating is established at a ten inch maxi- 
mum. No overhead valve engines are allowed. 
Wheel sizes call for 14 inch tires at the rear, 
while up front a minimum of 12 to 14 inch 
maximum wheels may be employed. All the 
safeguards of professional racing are incor- 
porated into the car specifications; roll bars 
are mandatory in younger age groups, brakes 
must be positive, ignition switches of “on” or 
“off’ design featured, all metal firewall must 
be fitted between engine room and cockpit, 
chain drives and sprockets require full cover- 
ing, adequate safety belts must be installed, 
and of course all drivers must wear protective 
head gear and clothing. A 

The classification of racing divisions set 
down by the International Half Midget Asso- 
ciation are especially universal in a family 
sense. Starting with the youngest group, par- 
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The Aldrich family of Pomona, California, 
illustrate the family participation derived 
with new “‘half'' midget racing. Aldrich 
senior gives his wife, Jeanette, last minute 
speed secrets before their sons, Willis and 
Dick, who also chauffeur the family’s Moss 
midget, push her out for qualifying laps. 
Aldrich’s compete with their one-family 
car every weekend at Pomona’s half midget 
oval. Tune up and maintenance is capably 
handled by the male side of the family. 


Popular two-cycle powerplant employed 
by many car owners is McCulloch model 
“77” portable chain saw engine. The two- 
stroke features a hand recoil starter and 
centrifugal clutch which eliminates push 
starts. Engine possesses 7.7 cubic inches. 





pants that range between the ages of 12 to 
b years are known as division “A”. The next 
yssiication is “AA” which is comprised of 
ivers from the eager ages of 16 to 21. Male 
Hults and parents take over from here on in 
ith twenty-one and over making up division 
AA”. Distaff only is the lady’s “AAAA” 
ivision for women over the twenty-one year 
bark. “A” and “AA” classifications are open 
» both male and female participants. In half 
jdget competition it’s not uncommon at all 
) see one family and all its members partici- 
ing with only one family-owned racer in 
of their respective divisions. How domes- 
can an amateur racing activity get? 
JIHMA’s specified track size is a Yoth of 
bile oval which possesses enough potency in 
gth to send the small speedsters down the 
enty-to-eighty foot straightaways at speeds 
i to thirty miles per hour. Do not confuse 
» pe track specifications with that of quarter 
jdget racing. Holding a true Y%oth of a mile 
@enly at the pole, the half midget tracks are 
pnsiderably wider in both turns and straight- 
vays. The beauty and advantages of this 


ost widely used four-cycle en- 
in use at present time is 
AU85R Continental three 
orse flathead. Popularity stems 
om proven quarter midget ac- 
on and the abundance of speed 
quipment currently being man- ;. 
actured. IHMA's rules allow #@ 
y open fuel mixtures. Small 
idgets hit 35 mph in straights. 


particular track size are many. The size re- 
stricts unlimited speeds which, if condoned, 
would eventually transpose half midgets into 
a hazardous sport for professionals only. Al- 
though track size may seem small, speeds and 
accelleration of the cars prove a handful for 
the most experienced lead-foots. Due to the 
mutual relationship in track size concerning 
both half and quarter midget activity it's not 


_hard to conceive that a half midget associa- 


tion and a similar quarter midget association 
at the same locale could easily be affiliated 
for combined efforts. This alone would lighten 
the load of track expenses and maintenance 
problems. And running off respective events 
on different dates poses no foreseen problems 
or conflictions. Much to the surprise of a few 
veteran quarter midget groups who have 
fought the halfs since inception due to their 
similarity, have now found that both classi- 
fications are compatible to every degree and 
united, they bolster unlimited support for 
both respective amateur sports. 
Manufacturing of half midget race cars, 
speed equipment, etc., is already in full swing. 
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The one-twentieth of a mile oval gives out with a thrill every lap as the ‘‘halfs"’ d 
Jack Slaney of Long Beach, California, driving a 


through the tight corners. 


fire’ leads this eager group of class ‘‘A"’ drivers (ages 12-16) off back straightawa 


Kits in current production and now available 
are illustrated in this feature. Many more are 
on the designing boards of alert manufacturers 
and are soon scheduled for show room floors. 
Quality is the theme; lightweight chassis de- 
sign, torsion bar suspension systems, rack and 
pinion steering of adjustable steering ratios, 
beautifully scaled, heavy laminated fiberglass 
bodies of special custom colors, and attrac- 
tively durable interiors are just a few of the 
construction features of the race-bred cars. 
Equal to other well-aimed amateur automo- 
tive racing activities, the half midget sport 
encompasses all the necessary ingredients for 
longevity. A blend of basic mechanics and 
intelligent driver training for the younger 
generation is a well-founded combination. Add 
sportsmanship and family participation — and 
you have the true trademark of the “halfs”. 


Editor's Note: 

Listed below you will find IHMA’s car spe- 
Cifications, engine requirements and restric- 
tions, divisions, etc. For further information 
concerning general rules, race procedures, we 
suggest you contact the International Half 
Midget Association direct. Write: Donald 
Risner, President, International Half Midget 
Association, 1526 North Ivar, Hollywood 28, 
California. 


CAR SPECIFICATIONS: 
Wheelbase: 55” maximum center to center, 
50 inch minimum center to center. Length: 
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85" maximum, overall, bumper to bump 
Width: 35” maximum, center to center, 3 


minimum, center to center. Ground Clearangg” 


3” maximum at highest point of belly p 
Height: 30” maximum, not including roll | 
Wheel Sizes: maximum 14" to 12” fro 
maximum and minimum 14" rear. 
Ratio: optional. Steering: direct, rack and pi 
ion, gear box (no cables). Frame: all meté 
Firewall: all metal, placed between driver 
engine, minimum standard, .032 steel, 0 
aluminum. Ignition Switch: on-off togy 
switch required on left side of car in ¢é 
reach of driver. Drive: only one wheel sh 
be allowed to drive car (class “AAA” 
“*AAAA” optional). Brake: minimum of o 
(1) wheel brake required. Bumpers: front 
rear bumpers are required. Bumpers must 
strong enough to permit the use of a p 
car and shall be placed so that there is a 
minimum mating area. Bumpers should 
constructed in such a manner as to —_ 
locking with other cars. Roll Bars: ma 

for class “A” and “AA”. Optional for 
“AAA” and "“AAAA”. Roll bars are to 
made of Ve" round solid stock as a minim 
standard. If %" tube is used, wall must 
\~" minimum. It shall be anchored secur 
to frame, not to car body. Roll bar height sh 
be 1” above driver's helmet with driver 
driving position. Chains: all chains a 
sprockets must be covered with a protecti 
metal shell, or so placed so as not to expo 
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celebrity and popular recording star, 
Ricky Nelson, and Don Risner, president 
ot IHMA, get caught up on a little bench 
acing in pits. Nelson is a match for any 
Jot the local lead-foots in his ‘‘AA” class. 
Brother Dave also competes regularly keep- 
ing things in true ‘Nelson family style.” 


hree-man racing stable, Barry Schroeder, 
Ed Koster, Buster Vernard, are handlers for 
DMC’s sponsored midget. Each competes 
Hin his own respective classification, but 
ith the same car. Many other co-owned 
alf midgets are built, maintained and 
“Sdriven under a similar partnership plan. 


Half midgets are not just a young man’s sport. When dad thinks he can do a better 
job at handling than junior all he has to do is slide into the cockpit and prove it — 
it he can? Many find that there is much more to it than just ‘‘stabbing and steering." 


| 
| 








Distaff chauffeurs are not to be taken lightly, especially in the A. J. Swanson fa 
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where lissome Allene Swanson leads both her two brothers in competition wins for seas 
Famed shock absorber specialist, Al Swanson senior just recently opened new half midgit” 
headquarters" specializing in speed equipment and accessories for miniature speedstem 


Speaking of the female gender, two of the 
lady drivers really duel it out down the 
straightaway. A full racing program con- 
sisting of trophy dashes, heat races, semi- 
and main events are featured for all four 
race divisions during one evening's event. 


Racing is racing in anybody's language — 
and with the “halfs’’ it is no different. 
They furnish all the thrills found in pro- 
fessional competition — only in safe manner. 
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or handler. Safety Belt: all cars must 
ipped with web-type safety belt featur- 

a quick release buckle. Belt must be 
bored securely to frame of car. Drivers will 
them at all times while on track. Side 
els: al] car bodies must adequately protect 
5, especially areas surrounding cockpit. 
pearance: all cars must possess neat appear- 
and be safely constructed. Nerfing Bars: 
wars are required to have nerfing bars to 
e maximum safety to car and drivers and 
participants. Nerf bars must be placed 
er or below axle. Must not extend out- 
of tire. Exhaust: each car, regardless of 
, must be equipped with an exhaust de- 
installed in such a manner as to direct 
exhaust gasses out of the body and away 
the driver, fuel tank and tires. Safety: 
tars can be safer than recommended speci- 
ions. Identification Marks: each car must 
eatly painted and have their proper num- 


Dityette’’ half midget, built by 
-Douglas, features fiberglas 
dy, transversed spring suspen- 

forward, torsion bar rear 
pension, adjustable friction- 
shocks, rack and pinion 
ring, positive hydraulic 
es, Naugahyde upholstery. 
plete with engine, paint, ac- 
ories, ready to go— $549. 
r models available. Write: 
“Douglas, 18-cc Genevieve 
te, Great Neck, New York. 


bhn McCarry (left), manufactur- 
of the Wahlborg half midget, 
over the car's construction 
production manager, Bill 
ant (right). All-fiberglass 
is featured, torsion bar 
suspension, 3 HP Continen- 
engine, steel channel frame, 
ed and pleated upholstery, 
external parts chromed and 
ice of color, Complete, car 

s for $550.00; in kit form 
25.00. Financing available. 
Wahlborg Engineering 
pany, Box 1277-cc Walteria 
ion, Torrance, California. 
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ber plainly visible on both sides of body. 
Numbers shall be at least 5" im height. Car 
Tags: each car shall be fitted with a IHMA 
car tag once they are approved by technical 
committee. Tags are not transferable. Weight: 
all cars must weigh at least 200 lbs. minimum. 


ENGINE SPECIFICATIONS: 

Engine size: two-cycle, 7.7 cubic imch dis- 
placement, .030 overbore for cleanup. No 
changes in manufacturer's stock engine al- 
lowed. Four-cycle, 10.82 cubic inch displace- 
ment, .030 overbore for cleanup. No overhead 
valve engines permitted. No stroking al- 
lowed. Manufactured engines only. Foreign 
Engines: any other than American made en- 
gines, or manufactured engines, must be ap- 
proved by IHMA technical committee. Fuel: 
open. Fuel Lines: fuel lines must be of auto- 
motive type fittings or positive type clamps. 
Solid fuel lines are not permitted. 
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All steel frame construction and 
a three-piece fiberglass body 
with removable tail section are 
a few of the features built into & 
the “‘Spitfire’’ half midget. Up © 
front suspension system is semi- 
elliptical type; steering design 
direct. Exterior components are 
all chrome plated; body comes 
two-tone painted. Brakes are 
hand operated only. With 3 HP 
Continental engine car's price 
complete is $595; less engine 
price is’ $520. For information 
write: Danco Car Co., 9606-cc 
E. Valley Bivd., Rosemead, Cal. 





Bill Moss (right) a pioneer « a 
half midget racing and Chu a. 
Knapp, General Manager, poi - 
up unique features of the Maes one 
*‘MidJet."’ Sleek speedster come bod 
with choice of powerplants — 
cycle McCulloch engine runs in 
up to $841. Equipped with 3 — 
Continental, price is $595. type 
sells for $535 less engine. Bog '"' 
is glass, individual A-arms & ada 
front with torsion bar contro Con 
rack and pinion steering, No - 


gahyde upholstery. Write: Mo: 
y Engineering, 374-cc E. Bead otc. 
| Avenue, Inglewood, California 


A DECE 





John Delong and Joe Alziebler 
of DMC demonstrate adjustable 
roll bar design of their produc- 
tion half midget. Priced at $695 
complete, car features fiberglass 
body supported by combination 
steel and cast extruded frame. 
Front suspension is of transverse 
type, rack and pinion steering, 
internal expansion brakes are 
4 adapted at rear. Engine is 3 HP 
jp Continental. Cockpit upholstery 
is durable Naugahyde. For fur- 
ther information concerning kits, 
etc., write: DMC, 12019-cc Vose 
Street, North Hollywood, Calif. 
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Lloyd Corbin tries out the cock- 
pit of his new designed Mantz 
Y, midget with assistance from 
plant supt., Bud Baker. With 3 
HP Continental engine installed 
car sells for $575; other engines 
available upon request. Price 
less engine is $525. Torsion bar 
suspension is featured, brake is 
hand/foot operated, upholstery 
Naugahyde. Exterior parts are 
chrome plated with body painted 
two-tone lacquer. Fiberglass 
bodies may be ordered — $85. 
Write: Mantz Midgets, 6359-cc 
Florence Ave., Bell Garden, Cal. 
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AT THESE SPECIAL LOW RATES: 
rinst susscriprion SED CYC) 


EACH ADDITIONAL 
SUBSCRIPTION ONLY - a « = me 

You can’t guarantee Santa coming down the 
chimney in the middie of summer, but you can give 
your automotive-minded friends a present that will 
bring them Christmas cheer 12 times a year. It’s 
CAR CRAFT, tops with car fans all year long! 

With these exclusive holiday rates, you can give 
a year of CAR CRAFT for just $2 — and each addi 
tional subscription is only $1.50! You'll be doing 
your friends a real favor, and be getting those 
Christmas shopping chores out of the way at the 
same time. 

CAR CRAFT Christmas gift subscriptions are 
easy to give — aii you do is fill out the handy 
order form below — we take care of all the mailing 
details. We even send an attractive gift card with 
your name inscribed, so be sure to tell us how to 
sign your name. Don’t forget — you may iriclude 
your own new or renewal subscription at the same 
bargain prices. ; 

Take advantage of this exceptional offer today 
— use the form below to give CAR CRAFT, America’s 
No. 1 customizing handbook ! 
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SUBSCRIPTION GIFTS, CAR CRAFT 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


Enclosed is my payment of $_____ for one full year subscription at $2.00 
and__full year gifts at $1.50 each. (1) cash (] check [] money order 
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By Don Francisco 


MONEY PROBLEMS 
Dear Don: 

I have a 1939 Pontiac six coupe. I am 
planning to install a 1955 Chevy V8 engine. 
What would be the best and most inexpensive 
transmission and rear end to use? Would an 
adaptor be needed? 

I’m a member of a newly formed car club 
“The Rough Riders.” At the present we have 
seven members. 

— Bill Wheeler 
Wadesboro, No. Carolina 
The best transmission and rear end for an 
engine swap job are seldom the least expensive. 
The least expensive transmission for a 1955 
Chevrolet V8 would be a Chevy V8 stick-shift 
box. An adaptor wouldn't be needed and a stock 
Chevy flywheel and clutch could be used. 

The stock Pontiac rear end assembly, if it is 
in good condition, would be entirely adequate 
for the new engine. It might need higher ratio 
gears for best performance. 

Chevy V8 engines operate on twelve volts. 
This will create problems in your six-volt 
chassis. Read the article on this subject in the 
June, '57, issue of Car Craft. 


EASY SWAP 
Dear Don: 

I recently bought a '56 Ford Customline 
that has a standard transmission and a very 
tired 272 cubic inch V8. As you know, this 
engine lacks quite a bit in the performance 
department, and I wonder what would be the 
difficulties of installing a "57 Ford or Merc 
power plant. At present the engine needs 
tings so the price of modifying it would be 
high indeed. 
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IT’S THE SAFEST! 
IT’S THE STURDIEST! 
IT’S THE SPEEDIEST! 


IT’S THE SPITFIRE %2 MIDGET! 


Price with 3 HP Continental engine, 
f.0.b. Rosemead, Calif. $595.00 
For information, write 


DANCO CAR CO. 


Dept. CC-12 
9606 E. VALLEY BLVD., ROSEMEAD, CALIF. 


Continental and Cushman Racing Cams 

for Trephy Dash Performance 
3 Fast Grinds to choose from; 3%4—Full—& Su- 
per Track. All cams built up and hard faced. 
In the East, WILSON CAMS are stocked by 
Longhorne Speed Shop. 
DEMPSEY WILSON RACING CAMS Dept. CC-12 

4667 W. Rosecrans Ave., Hawthorne, Calif. 
(Dealer Inquiries Invited) 


CUSTOM CAae 


Stick shifts our specialty, pe "35, "56, "57 

Chevys, Fords and Plymouths. We have processed 

these carefully selected stock cars into distinc- 

tive, yet moderate customs. Features include 

proper lowering, pipes, removal of chrome clutter, 

naugahyde interiors and special paint jobs. 
Sensibly priced. 


1650 E. Colorado » 
ye A Ala LEE rete Prbinge 5° 


A Publication Devoted to NATIONWIDE 
Publisher: QUARTER MIDGET RACING 
; Subscriptions: ene per year 


ess: 
PO Box AM la Verne, Calif. 


PRECISION RACE TIMERS 


improve profits & prestige of any race group 
e 2 s 
1/100 second occuracy on oval and straight tracks. 
1/10 per cent accuracy on TOP SPEEDS. Used across 
the nation & in foreign countries. 4 & 1/2 midgets, 
dragstrips, sportcars. Guaranteed — Economical. 
Write Box 131C2, phone LY¥coming 3-3119 
THE CHRONDEK COMPANY 
LA VERNE, CALIFORNIA 





in JANUARY SYUSTon SARs magazine: 


ake. 


BEST CUSTOMS! 


20 PAGES OF 
PHOTOS AND 
SPECIFICATIONS! 


NATIONWIDE 
FAVORITES 
FROM 


UM | 


woFLARE l EWIST | 


YOUR OWN i . 
FENDERS! NEW LOOK 


in outside exhausts— 


Smart styling How to give your 
for your car’s f exposed exhaust that 
wheel openings! c individual touch! 


on sale MOV. 27—watch for it at your newsstand! 
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WHAT’S YOUR 
PROBLEM? continued 


Would the present engine mounts fit either 
§ of the bigger engines? What about the trans- 
mission; would I need an adaptor? And last, 
what are your views on buying a used engine 
out of a wreck. 
— Bill Mock 
Midland, Texas 


A '57 Ford or Mercury engine would be com- 
pletely interchangeable with the engine in your 
‘56 Ford. One of the 312 cubic inch engines 
should be used to take full advantage of the 
maximum possible performance gain. Engine 
mounts of the '56 would boit to the '57 without 
difficulty and the '56 transmission, flywheel 
housing, flywheel, and clutch assembly could 
be used without alterations. 

Buying an engine out of a wrecked car is 
riskly unless the history of the car the engine 
was in is known. An engine bought from such a 
source might possibly be in as poor condition 
as the one now in your car. | suggest you read 
the article on this subject in the February, 1957, 
issue of Car Craft. 


MANUAL-CHANGE COGS FOR BUICK 

Dear Don: 

I have a '58 Buick Century engine which 
I plan to put in a °53 Ford. What are the 
possible stick-shift transmissions I can use 
and what adaptors would be necessary? 

— Dick Mytych 
Rochester, N.Y. 


Cook Machine Works, 4845 Telegraph Rd., Los 
Angeles, Calif., makes an adaptor ($69.00) that 
will connect a '58 Buick engine to a ‘53 Ford 
transmission. A stock Buick stick-shift flywheel, 
drilled for an 11-inch Ford truck pressure plate 
assembly, is used with a Borg-Warner #710 
clutch disc. The clutch disc must be modified by 
shortening its hub on its flywheel side 3/32-inch 
It would be possible to use a Cad-La Salle 
transmission but this would require the intalla- 
tion of two adaptors between the engine and 
the transmission. One of these, which would be 
designed to connect the Buick engine to an early 
Ford transmission, would cost about $55.75, 
and the other, which would be installed be- 
tween the first adaptor and the transmission, 
would cost about $59.50, Then, 1948 or earlier 
Ford throwout linkage would have to be instal- 
led in the second adaptor and the transmission 
would have to be adapted fo the driveshaft. 


STRANGE RECOMMENDATION 
Dear Don: 
I have a ‘47 Ford sedan. Recently I install- 


ed a 53 Ford engine in it, not that I thought 
CONTINUED 


DECEMBER, 1958 


Sareea arse ORAER 
COMPLETELY ASSEMBLED 
2 ert hee oy 


Less Paint, Chrome ond Upholstery 


DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Write for complete FREE color brochure (enclose 10¢ 
for handling cost) to: 


NEW LOW PRICE ce) $149» 


KURTIS KRAFT 
Vo MIDGET 


FRANK KURTIS 
COMPANY 


525 W. Colorado Bivd. 
Dept. CC-12 
Glendale 4, Calif. > CH 5-2238 


sae ee 
QUARTER MIDGET MAGAZINE 
The Quarter and Half Midget 
Publication for the whole fomily 
Give an Ideal gift 
Xmas Subscription Certificate 
$1.25 (4 issues pet year) 
QUARTER MIDGET MAGAZINE 
5143 Monte Bonito Dr., Los Angeles 41, Calif. 
E222 ees eee we 


1959 EDITION 
Send only 25¢ 
tocover handling 
and mailing 


POUR: 


100°S OF BRAND SAVE UPTO 
NEW PRODUCTS! 50% & MORE! 


Thousands upon thousands of the top values in 
only Finest Quality Tested Products from our 
stock of over 150,000 items. Page upon page 
jam packed with the very newest items and 
products for car owners. Guaranteed biggest 
Values ever offered by the great Newhouse or- 
ganization. Have the Catalog wailed to you today 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRIES Dept. 946 
5805 —. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 





Ideal Christmas Gift for any Man 


SOLDER 
Cp Acclaimed by thousands ot 
stock, hot rod and customizing enthu- 


with siasts as the welder of 1001 uses. 
Easily operated from properly wired 

te 110 volt AC or DC line. The ideal 
gift with a life-long use. Order 


today on 10-day money back guerantee. 
Literature on larger equipment on _ 
FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
1810 $. Federal St., Chicage 16, lilineis, Dept. F-64-N 


LATHAM SUPERCHARGER 
WINS AGAIN AT 
BONNEVILLE! 


Karol Miller’s Latham Supercharged 
"56 Ford Victoria Sedan, using only a 
256 cu. in. Ford engine, makes 152 mph 
two-way average to set a new world's 


record | 
it Takes a Latham to Win! 


WRITE FOR COMPLETE DETAILS 
TO DEPT. CC 


LATHAM MANUFACTURING CO. 


P.O. Box 165, CC, West Palm Beach, Florida 


Get down to earth 
and enhance the 
profile of your 
car with on Inter- 
changeable Cus- 
tom dropped Front 
Axle, now avail- 
able for Fords and 
Mercurys, '29 thru 
"48, @ $17.00 ex- 

change — and late model Ford and Chevy Pickup 
trucks @ $25.00 exchange—Even in chrome at 
$20.00 extra— Specify year and car when order- 


from... 
BELL AUTO PARTS 
3633 East Gage Ave., CC-12, Bell, Calif. 


WHAT’S YOUR 
PROBLEM? continued 


it would make it much faster but because my 
original engine went bad and I had the » 
portunity to get the '53 engine and an adaptor 
in order to use my original trans. Now I have 
decided to “soup” the old flathead some and 
everybody has been telling me to get a ‘39 
Ford rear-end and transmission. People tell m 
I could use the 39 gearbox and rear-end with 
out having any special adaptors. They say the 
transmission will ‘hook up” to the mill by 
using the same adaptor I used for the ‘4) 
gearbox. Will it? 


— Wayne Hornsby 
East Tallassee, Alabama 


There wouldn't be any advantage to installing 
a '39 transmission and rear end assembly ina 
‘47 Ford. Gear ratios available for '39 rear ends 
are also available for '47 rear ends and trans- 
mission gears that will fit °39 gear boxes will 
also fit '47 boxes, 

The only possible advantage that a '39 trans- 
mission might provide in a car that is to be used 
for drag racing would be its floor shift. If this 
is the reason for the change, a '39 transmission 
could be installed in place of the ‘47 trans- 
mission. It would interchange with the '47 box 
without any alterations to the engine or drive- 
shaft. 


OVER-GEARED DRAGGER 
Dear Don: 

I have a 57 Chevrolet Sport Coupe. It has 
been bored .125-inch, stroked .375-inch, and 
has a McGurk camshaft and valve springs. 
Carburetion is by three Stromberg carburetors 
on an Edelbrock manifold. I have a Spalding 
“Flamethrower” igniter. 

After doing all these things to the engine, 
the car runs only 88 mph on a quarter-mile 
drag strip. It has a stick-shift transmission 
and 3.55 to 1 rear end gears. What should I 
do to get a higher top speed on the strip? 


— Joe McNulty 
Chicago, Illinois 


For dragging, your car needs a lower final drive 
ratio that will let its engine turn at least 6000 
rpm at the end of a quarter-mile. If your engine 
is correctly tuned so that it can develop the 
horsepower of which it should be capable with 
the modifications you have made to it, the car 
should turn at least 100 mph at the end of the 
quarter when it has the correct final drive ratio. 


CONTINUED 
CAR CRAFT 





Beautiful two-tone, hand 

Hs as aes buffed, lacquer finish. 
Your choice of color. Tuck 

mens TEENS and roll upholstery. All 
external parts chromed. 

Certainly the most beauti- 

WITH THE ful midget racer ever 


PN Rte) Cem 


CUSTOM 
stalling Yo MIDGET! 


ly ing 
ar ends 
| trans. 
es will 


) trans. 
e used 
If this 
nission 
trans- 
47 box 
drive- 


$550.00 


Ie has 

n, and | TIME PAYMENT PLAN AVAILABLE 

ring. | IN MANY AREAS Wheel Base 

retors 

alding Overall 
AMERICA’S ONLY COMPLETE 

ngine, LINE OF MIDGETS Max. height 

r-mile Cowl to headrest 

ission * Quarter Midget Seat width 


—s % Senior Quarter Midget Engine (Continental AU85R) . . . 
% Half Midget Chain drive, direct 


% Micro Midget Fibre glass body............ 
Wheels, Front 


Wheels, Rear 

TORSION BAR suspension* .... 
Steel Channel Frame 

Top Speed approximately. . 


weit a LLG C0 *Equipped with Torsion suspension on 


the front axle—out-performs any other - 


3103 Pacific Coast Hwy. * CC-12 
Torrance, Calif. Box 1277 type axle. 


DECEMBER, 1958 73 





SENSATIONAL NEW 


IKING CRAFT 


Indianapolis Type 
Y, Midget 


(F.0.B. Anoheim, Calif.) 


Viking Craft, the oldest % midget manufacturer 
with 5 years experience, has enabled their engi- 
neers and designers to build this completely 
new and sensationally different Indianapolis type 
Y%, midget race car. * Features 45 wheel base, 
front high and low torsion bar suspension, LOW 
CENTER OF GRAVITY, the UTMOST in DRIVER 
PROTECTION. Comfortably handles drivers 6 to 
16 years old. Send 25€ for literature today! 


VIKING CRAFT Dept. C-12 


510 East Juliona Street, Anaheim, California 


TTY VOT aS 


400 Micros Midget 


and GO KARTS 


PRECISION-BUFFED — BUILT AND CURED 
TO A PERFECT CIRCLE 
Oto tt 1 nquines invited 

HAL MOODY'S TIRE SERVICE 


De 


WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? continued 


In a Chevrolet there are two ways of ar; 
at the correct gear ratio for drag racing, If 
car were to be used for normal driving as 
as dragging, 3.70 to 1 rear axle gears 
Corvette transmission gears would be the 
setup. With these gears, dragging would 
done in low and second gears only. If the ¢ 
were to be used strictly for drag racing, and 
engine was as healthy as it should be, 4.56 
1 rear axle gears and stock transmission ¢ 
would do the job. If the engine wasn't 
healthy as it should be, 4.89 to 1 gears wou 
be better than the 4.56's. With either of they 
ratios, all dragging would be done in secon 
and high gears, 

When changing rear axle gears in Chevys} 
is sometimes necessary to change the ring gea 
carrier if a radical ratio change is to be mot, 
This doesn’t add any problem except expen! 
to the job and the parts man from whom th 
gears are purchased should be able to tell yo 


NEW LIFE FOR RAG TOP 


Dear Don: 

I have a 57 Ford convertible. What mode 
engine from °54-’57 Chrysler do you thi 
would be best for this car? Where can I ge 
my adaptor and pre-fab engine mounts? I hav 
a standard transmission which I plan to keep. 
Can I use my 11” clutch and pressure plat 
on a redrilled Chrysler flywheel? Does Chrys 
ler make a standard shift flywheel for thox 
models? What kind of pilot bearing should! 
use? I have a choice of three rear-ends: 3.10, 
3.56, and 3.70. Which should I use for a good 
drag? Will I have any trouble with air filter, 
tie-rod, hood clearance, etc. My last question 
is, will ’40 Ford spindles fit a °31 Ford axle’ 


— Hayden Hankins 
Olton, Texas 


It is nearly always advisable when making 
an engine swap to buy as late a model engi 
as possible. This is especially true if the engin 
is to be used in its stock form. By buying the 
latest engine one can afford, best advantage 
can be taken of the improvements automobik 
manufacturers make in their engines from year 
to year. 

Between '54 and '57 Chrysler built two type! 
of engines for their passenger cars. One of these! 
was the original double-rocker arm shaft, hemi- 
spherical chamber engine and the other was ¢ 


CONTINUED 
CAR CRA 
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ORDER BY MAIL 


CHROME TAPE 
A GLEAMING SELF STICKING Chrome Tape for thousands of 
qustomizing ideas. FEATURED in May issue of Rod and Cus 
tom Magazine—Use on dash or outside. Many Household 
Applications. 
CAN BE TINTED WITH KOLOR- 
KROME PAINT— 
fech Roll Contains 72 yards of 
self sticking tape. 


HONEST Nes. WE PAY POSTAGE | 
(17014—1/4" wide 72 yd. roll 
(17038—3/8” wide 72 yd. roll 
(17012-1/2" wide 72 yd. roll 
(17034—3/4" wide 72 yd. roll 


LOWERING BLOCKS 
For All Cars 
with 2 Leaf Springs on Rear. 
Complete with U-Bolts. 

Kit to Lower Rear 
Bumper 2” — $3.95 
Kit to Lower Rear 3” 

$4.50 
Kit to Lower Rear 4“ 
$4.95 
State Year and Model Car 


$12.75 KIT (Any Car) 
Order 6 Volt or 12 Volt 


12 Separate Designs 
Per Set 


Colors: Red-Gold-White-Black 
Each set of 12 Designs 
only $1.00 postpaid 


For all cars — Replaces 
original factory type. 
3 BAR 


Heavy 

Con- 

a struction. 

Space for 

Weights 

Set of 4 

$28.95 

HONEST No. 40 
Set of 2 $14.50 
HONEST No. 41 

(State size of Wheel) 


IMPALLA EMBLEM 
Self Sticking 


hI SIME sea mle dd ee lel 


TO >) Mm ab 


ORDER BY MAIL 


KOLOR KROME 
The most sensational customizing product in years 
Featured in recent issues of Rod and Custom and 
Custom Cars Magazines — Formulated by George 
Barris — Mr. Custom Car hisself — Transparent 
Coloring for Chrome—the (mirror like) reflection 
of chrome shows through— 
4 Dazzling Colors in 16 oz. Spray Can 

HONEST’S Ne. KK-1 Pagan Gold 

KK-2 Candy Apple Red 

KK-3 Oriental Bive 

KK-4 Parisian Green 


16 ez. Cen Each $1.96 Postpeid 
For Chrome—Stainiess Steel—Polished Aluminum 


HEAVY CHROME 
WHEEL DISCS 
Snaps on like Hub Caps— 
look like 
polished — 
Drag racing 
discs. 


$2.95 Each 14” 15” 16” 
We pey Postage 
STATE TIRE SIZE 

Complete with self tapping 


MUST 
KNOW SIZE 
OF WHEEL. 


HONEST No. 67 $2.95 each 


Metal Screws 
HONEST No. 49 


HONEST GO 
SON-RAY SPUN ALUMINUM 
WHEEL DISC 
For the Street 
Same es above but snap on 
like hub caps. 14” 15” only 
Each $2.95 
HONEST No. 49A 


| OP AMMMERARY (FE-1956 
ta Ste FE, Se. 


Send 25¢ for new 1958 
Surprise Money Sever 
Catalog—then 

FREE 


SEND 25% DEPOSIT ON C. O. D. — SEND 
FULL AMOUNT ON ITEMS MARKED PREPAID 

NO CODs FOR LESS THAN $5.00 
My car is a Year 
Name 


Address 


Par Ra 
See iendl 
ee 
ed 


Description 


Box CC 1904 





Just The Thing For Christmas 
CAR NAME DECALS BY BARON & ROTH 


These nomes are the latest from the Crazy Painters. 10” 
x 2” triple cooted gold hand lettered names. Every rod 
and custom should have one. Wrap them as o gift or 
put them on your own cor. $1.00 per name or 6 for $5.00. 


* PURPLE PEOPLE EATER * REBEL ROUSER - RUMBLE 
WAGON * RUSTED AND BUSTED + YELLER DOG + NIGHT 
TRAIN * ROCKIN ROBIN * WAY OUT WILLY « LITTLE 
STAR ¢ LITTLE JEWEL + ALIBI KART © TAKEELA 


Also don't forget to order your scalloped decals, 6 for 
$5.00; and individually styled Wierd-O Shirts $5.00 
each in time for Christmas delivery. Personally auto- 
graphed picture of the Crazy Painters with each order 
on request. 


THE CRAZY PAINTERS, BARON & ROTH 
9001 Atlantic, South Gate * CC-12 * LO. 6-4363 


Mert es 


sar: 4 re FE) 


rs Power 


SAVE up to 4) 


Buy direct: Latest Power Kits, Super- 
chargers, Fuel Induction, Dual-Quad 
Exhausts, Cams, Heads. Manifolds, 
Engines, Adapters, Chrome, Custom- 

B izing & Trim—FOR ALL CARS. “Best 
New Items” Cat. FREE,-or send 25¢ 
to cover postage & —= mail you big 
50,000 item catalog and 

; suring ee Pius 


CON Raa 


AVOID MIXUPS 
with a 
)} REAL TIMESAVER 
2 Bright Red on Chrome 
$BOO postraw 
NO C.OD's 
NEW CATALOG — 50c 


EELCO MFG. & SUPPLY CO. 


é 


Ti 


id | ad 


WHAT'S YOUR 
PROBLEM? continued 


single-shaft engine. If the engine is to be leh 
stock, either type would be satisfactory for, 
swap, but if it is to be hopped-up, it woul 
be wise to buy one of the double-shaft modeh, 


Adaptors that enable Chrysler engines to 
bolted to °57 Ford transmissions are avai 
from most speed equipment stores. Their 
is approximately $81.75. A stock Chrysler stid,| 
shift fywheel, or a Dodge V8 truck fiywhed, 
is used with a Ford truck 11-inch, or Chrysler 
11-inch, clutch pressure plate assembly. If th 
Ford truck assembly is used it is necessary ty 
re-drill the flywheel. A Borg-Warner #710 
clutch disc is used with either pressure plab, 
These adaptors are designed for "52 through 
*54 Ford clutch linkage and some of them mon 
the engine's starting motor to the right side ty 
provide steering linkage clearance. An adapler 
is provided with the transmission adaptor 
ing to enable a Ford pilot bearing to be used, 


At the present time, none of the speed equip: 
ment manufacturers list ready-made 
mounts for this particular engine-chassis combh 
nation. Of the three rear axle ratios 
mention, 3.10 to 1 would be good for crui 
3.56 to 1 would probably be about right fw 
maximum top speed, and 3.70 to 1 would 
the best for drag use. These ratios are for 
stock Chrysler engine that is limited to 
proximately 5000 crankshaft rpm's by its & 
draulic valve lifters. ' 

As far as clearance in the car's engine © 
partment and chassis for the new engine is ¢ 
cerned, there is no doubt that interfe 
between the engine and some chassis and b 
parts will be experienced, However, correc 
for these things can usually be made q 
easily by either using ready-made modi 
parts or by reworking the parts yourself. 
thing that will probably have to be moved 
the engine's oil filter. This is easily done 
installing a special adaptor plate on the cylind 
block in place of the filter and then moving 
filter to a spot where there is room for it. 
filter is then connected to the plate on the blo¢ 
with suitable lengths of neoprene hose that 
an inside diameter of at least 12-inch. Kits 
this purpose can be purchased from sp 
equipment stores. 

Spindles from a 1940 Ford axle can be fi 
to a '31 Ford axle without too -much troub 
Spindles for both axles use the same dia 
kingpins but when late pins are used in an ec 


axle the groove in them for the locking bolt i 
in the wrong position. A new groove must bij 


ground in the pins in the correct position f 
the bolts. 
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The i 


THE MOST ADVANCED CAR ON THE TRACE 


Adjustable torsion bar rear suspension 

. Transverse leaf spring front suspension 
. Adjustable friction shock absorbers 

. Adjustable rack and pinion reduction 
steering gear ns 
. Foot operated internal expanding shoe 
hydraulic brakes on both rear wheels 


. Choice of automatic clutch or direct drive se . 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


. Rewind starter — Just pull the rope to 


start the engine 
. Governor adjustment to mit speed Send 10¢ for information 
. Easily accessible engine compartment — No 

bolts or screws to remove THESE 


. Suitable for children 6 to 16. Even Dad 90001135 Larc~-Douglas Ine. 


can drive 


. Wheel base 49” — Tread 32”. A sensible 
18 Genevieve St., Great Neck, N. Y., Phone HUnter 2-4420 


FINEST CLUB PLAQUES 
IN THE NATION 
CUSTOM DESIGNED FOR 


YOUR CLUB! 
* Heavy, 3-D aluminum or brass 


. 


* Complete service, polishing, 
painting, triliing, mounts. 


HK a ® J 
La ree literature. 
% 


HE a. castings 
. stock 4 for individ- 
A si res na 


SEND 2S¢ TODAY 
For complete catalog on Em- 
OT TT AE ET blems, Jackets, Decais, Plaques, 
ie - Novelties — inctuding information 
VAI on how to start your club. 
J 


STYLIZED EMBLEM CO. 


1072-C No. Wilton Pl., Hollywood 38, Calif. 


FRANCISCO OILS AND FUELS 
McHAL PROTECTIVE HEAD GEAR 


Send for free brochure 


For 4 Midget Buyers: 

Famous Webco Speed Equipment 

® Golden Rod. ....... $12.95 

® Steel Sun Gear ...... $24.95 

© Alloy. Reinforced Gear Case $47.95 
Dealer inquiries invited Hi Comp. 


WEBCO, INC. Dept. CC-12 Cylinder Head 
218 Main St., Venice, Calif. Complete $15.95 





Renew dull, faded, worn 
leather or viny! plastic up- 
holstery. Car, plane or boat 
seats, headliners, sidepan- 
els will look new in any 
color. Redesign, customize 
new or used interiors. You 
can change color too! Easi- 
ly applied brush or spray. 
RamCote Flexible Finishes 


RAM(@OTE 
Rc 


a 


Restores — Colors 

Protects Leather 
Leatherette or 
AU cielo hal 


(not a paint) impregnates 
leather or vinyl plastic up- 
holstery. Won't chip or 
peel. Fadeproof, waterproof. 
Use on home & lawn furni- 
ture. Write for free informa- 
tion, color chart, and dealer 
location. 


RAMCOTE, 1141 W. 69th St. 
Chicage 21, Ill., Dept. CC 


Have Your Fun and 
Earn Big Pay, foo 


Learn Auto Mechanics 


at Home in Spare Time 


Tie this tor opportunity! Right 
now, America needs 100,000 
newly-trained mechanics. By 
1967, when 90 million vehicles 
will be on the road, America 
will be short 600,000 mechanics! 
Many earn up to $3.00 an hour. 
Learn this well-paid, secure 
trade at home. CTI shop-method 
is easy, fast, sure. Mail coupon 
for tree new Catalog and Lesson 
Sample. Act today. 


Diesel or Body-Fender Rebuilding seatiaitiien 


You learn Tune-Up; Overhaul; Electric, Cooling & 
Lubricating systems; Power Brakes; Power Steer- 
ing;* Clutches; Automatic Transmissions; etc. You 
also get Diesel Mechanics or Body-Fender Rebuild- 
ing training at no extra cost. 


Train by Practicing with Tune-Up Kit & Tools 


(included with training) 


— = 
Pr 

CTI sends you professional Mechanic’s Tools and 
Tune-Up Kit. Instruments include a Compression 
Tester, Vacuum Gauge and Fuel Pump Tester, 
Ignition Timing Light; in portable steel case. 
MANY STUDENTS EARN CASH as 
they train. They fix cars on their 
own, or work in local shops. Get 
all the facts free. Mail coupon 
now. You can decide later. 
F COMMERCIAL TR: Se ea ee eaea aaa @ 


COMMERCIAL TRADES INSTITUTE Dept. A-929 5 
8 1400 Greenleaf Avenue Chicago 26, Itlinois » 
g Send free book, Make Big Money in Auto Mechanics. g 


8 Nome. 





a SiYeseea: 


SEAL BEAM REMOVAL 


Dear George: 

I am planning to install 52 Ford head 
rings on my '51 Meteor Victoria. When¢ 
seams are filled, how do your remove 
seal beam units to change them? Is it p 
sible to take them out from the rear? 

— Brian Snelgrove 
Winnipeg, Manitoba 


rear, as this seems to be the easiest. 


SIMPLE SWAP 
Dear George: 
I would like to know what kind of ag 
bar will fit my ‘57 Chev with little off 
alteration. Any advice would be appreciate 


— All Habnn 
Long Island, N.Y. 


One of the latest things out is the new tub 
floating grille from California Custom 


CONTINUE 


DO IT YOURSELF! 


Ve & Ya MIDGET FIBERGLASS RACE CAR BODIES 
$39.95 to $59.50 


5 


Different 
body 
styles 
available 


Bodies made of 
glass cloth and 
matt. Light 


Ve MIDGET BODIES 3-PC COM 
(Inc. Tax F.0.B. Norwalk)... 
CAST ALUMINUM GRILLE... 
weight & dura- Y2 MIDGET BODY. 

ble. Send $1.00 (Complete Tax inci.) 
for illustrated catalog on how to build your o 
midget. No C.0.D. orders please. 


HAYMAN FIBERGLASS PRODUCTS (Dept. c-F 
13502 Alburtis Ave., Norwalk, Calif. * UN. 3-3 





New! 
| From California Custom 


George Barris, 
dean of custom- 
izers, says: “I al 
ways use Cal Cus 


oe tom dummy apota 
ifornia Custom now offers streamline dummy mee ae pomacin 
otlights that defy detection from the real thing. eee Cust . lomizing pe o> 
Ihey have 5” plastic lenses, heavy, weather-resist- fe complete without 
chrome plating, and are completely adjustable MAO Fo He spots, and Cal Cua- 
all angles. Two %” holes are all you need for : ‘ ; tom gives you the 
F . tos beat calue for the 
installation ... anyone can do it! Compare these money.” 
beauties with working models... both cost and 
appearance, and you will get a Cal Custom set from 
your dealer’s today. If he is out of 
tock, send to the factory 
nd a set will be rushed to you 
George Barris’ 


27.95 for two 
“Kopper Kart” 


FORNIA CUSTOM ACCESSORIES MFG. CO. Fx aR PE eh shown with Cali- 


: 5 ar ; ; y fornia Custom 
Automotive Specialties ; 7 wre: “spots,” a Barris 


om fg? West 65th St.. Los Angeles 47, C-12, Calif. aes ET ict “trademark.” 


Nationally famous 


& Ye MIDGET ENGINES 


PARTS 
ACCESSORIES 
MODIFICATIONS 


Solt is the largest manufacturer of V4 & '/2 
NUE Midget Parts and Accessories with the most 
tomplete stock of parts in the world. 


Solt Engine parts are designed and built to 
exacting tolerances for reliability in Midget 
competition. 


See your local dealer or send 25¢ for informative brochure. 
Authorized Continental Sales & Service 


SOLT ENGINES 


A Division of Soit Automatic 


5926 Noble Ave., Van Nuys, Calif. * ST. 5-5464 
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“McHALS GAL” 
“Scaled te the child's head and Dad's pecketbeok."’ ‘‘Worn by more drivers than any other safety heimet offered,” 


“ae Midgeteer” With Visor $22.50 | West Coost Dist. East Coast Dist. 
“McHal Midgeteer” With Face Shield.. 24.50 
“McHal Midgeteer” Less Visor....... 20.50 a aero — * 
“Snap-on Face Shield” With Two Lens. . 3.95 Venice, Calif. Mt. Vernon, N.Y. 

or write direct 


McHAL ENTERPRISES 


Yo MIDGET BUYERS ATTENTION 
NEW 1959 MANTZ '/2 MIDGET 


Y, Midgets 


$380.00... 


20% on purchase of order, balance C.O.D. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 


$15.00 f-o-b. Lor Angeles, Cali MANTZ MIDGETS 


Write Dept. CC-12 6359 Florence Ave., Bell Gardens, Calif. * TO. 1-8612 


SOME LIKE “4 HO Ti 


Ge (gta MFG. CO. DEPT. CC-12, 152 EAST HUNTINGTON DRIVE « MONROVIA, CALIF. 





CUSTOM QUERIES 


which will fit right in your Chevy without any 
diterations. Price is around $40.00 and they're 
acinch to install. 


PLATING PROBLEM 


Dear George: 

I would like to know if there is a chrome 
paint or plating of some kind thar looks like 
the real thing. I want to chrome some ac- 
cessories so any advice will be helpful. Your 
magazine is the most, keep up the good work. 

— Bob Franklin, 
Lexington, Ky. 


fmpire Merchandising Company has two sizes 
of replating kits available, One is $14.95, the 
other is $34.95. They are reported to be easy 
to use and give excellent results. They may be 
obtained by writing to: Empire Merchandising 
Co., 4 North 3rd Avenue, Dept CC, Mt. Vernon, 
New York, 


BUMPER ADAPTATION 
Dear George: 

I have read your magazine for about one 

t and have found it very interesting and 
helpful in customizing my car. I have a ’53 
Ford Victoria. 

I would like to install a °56 Ford back 
bumper (the one with the side exhaust tips) 
on my Vic. Will I have to change the bumper 
braces, or will I have to drill new holes so 
the braces will fit? 

— Phil Neely, 
New Albany, Ind. 


lo adapt this particular bumper to the rear of 
your Victoria, you'll have to change the bumper 
braces, Phil. 


RARE GRILLE FOR FORD 


Dear George: 

I owm a ’53 Ford and am slowly custom- 
izing it. It is nosed and has 56 Ford trim. 

What kind of grille could I put in that has 
never been seen on a 53 Ford? Any ideas will 
be very helpful. 

— Doc Gaimaro, 
Brooklyn, New York 


l's hard to say which grille has never been 
Jsed, but a fairly rare swap would be the use 
of a '58 Buick or Cadillac grille. 
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' J.C. Whitney & Co., 1917(€12) Archer Ave., Chicago 16, fil, 


Rush 
Coupon for 


FREE 


J. C. Whitney’s 1959 Catalog 
Auto Accessories and Parts 


Saves You % 50% 


On everything you need for your car, 
station wagon, custom car, hot rod or 


truck . . . Including the latest cus- 
tomizing accessories, parts, hi-speed 
and power equipment. 
Get this all-new edition of the World's Larg- 
est & Most Complete Automotive buying guide 
~-308 pages! See pages & pages of brand new 
1959 items not yet offered in stores. Over 
85,000 items in stock ready for immediate 
shipment. 
Our tremendous buying power & huge volunss 
will save you up to 50%. This catalog will 
show you the greatest money-saving values 
& the greatest selections we've ever offered. 
Just Off the Press! It’s the Latest & 
Largest—308 Pages! See what's new 
for 1959 in the autometive field. Buy 
with utmost confidence—Whitney 
Guarantees 100% Satisfaction or Your 
Money Back. 


Rush giant 1959 Catalog of Auto Accessories & Parts. I en- 
close 25c to cover part of mailing & handling cost, refunded on 
my first $5.00 or more order. This Offer Good in U.S.A. only. 











HORNET MITE 


MODEL-H 
5 to 14 years old 
PRICE 


$495.00 


All cars come complete with chrome roll 
bor and chrome exhoust pipes, at no 
odditional charge. 
Shipping Weight 155 Ibs. 
* 1-piece Tube Frame Ye” Wall 1” 0.D. 
ay Aw 1%” Steel Tube, Ye” Wall Welded 
: 


Tes "Exhaust Pipes te Protect Child's Arms. 
Wheel has Rubber Center Section, te 
jemping Face on Wheel 
te om Rear and Side Nerfing Bars are all 
%” Stee! Red. 
*% Cars are Seid Complete 
50% With All Orders. Balance C.0.D. 


Dealerships still available. 


HORNET PARAGON MFG. CO. 


2660 S. Chestnut, Dept. CC-12, Fresno, California 
Phone: AMhurst 4-5357 


4 Midget Racing 
WHEELS 


Standard sizes 4” - 

- & 6” Standard and 
Super widths. All hub 
lengths, all bearings 
from 4” to 1” Bore. 


All Wheels are STEEL 
BOLTED construction 
and cadmium plated. 


We stock Goodyear, Firestone, Goodrich & General 
Tires & Tubes. Also complete line of industrial wheels. 


Special discounts to dealers and manufacturers. 
Write for name of dealgr in your locality to: 
MIDGETS Dept. CC-12 


Seg aeee ee Valey 


1130 E. FLORENCE AVE 
LOS ANGELES. CALIF 


Phone LU 23-1056 


CUSTOM QUERIES 


RADICAL BUICK 
Dear George: 

I have been planning to make a radical g 
tom out of a ’50 Buick, and there are a 
things I would like to know. First, I wo 
like to french and hood the headlights. 
can I “deep” french them without having 
devise a way to remove the lights from ¢ 
rear? Should I make my own rims, or 
there any I can use? j 

Do you have any suggestions for a grill 
The front end reminds me of the U.S.S. Fog 
restal, front view. I would appreciate 
help you can give me. 

— Ken Beuche, 
Tacoma, Wash. 


If you make your own rims, Ken, you 
french your lights as deep as you .want to @m 
if you use a removable insertion. My sugg 
tion for a grille would be to use round 
molded to the grille cavity with chromed f 
forated metal as a back stop. 


TAILLIGHT TROUBLE 


Dear George: 

I have a ’48 Chevy Fleetline and wou 
like to know what kind of taillights I a 
french-in? Also, what type hub cap woul 
look good on my car? I will appreciate as 
help you can give me. 

—Lary Wolf, 
Corpus Christi, Texas 

1 would suggest that you use either '50 Ford 
lenses or °56-'58 Corvette lights, mounted side- 
ways on your Chev. For hub caps, the popular 
spun aluminum discs would be nice. 








THE GRANT 
PISTON RING 
_ COMBINATION 


. Biggest money-making weeks just starting. GRANT | 
PISTON RINGS are easy to buy — easy to sell — easy 
to stay sold. They’re the hub of the successful Custom- 
Jobber business. Get GRANT’S “30-DAY — 30-SET” 
special introductory plan. You benefit most when you 
take full advantage of this limited offer. 


You can recommend 
GRANT PISTON 
RINGS with 
Confidence. 
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GRANTS’ are the 
Piston Rings you 
want to put in your 
own car—and those 
of your friends. 


Hundreds of Grant Jobbers 
now enjoy the Best of 
Profit and Payment Plans. 


RMON IOS 


GRANTS’ cure the 
trickiest of jobs. 
Pick up your phone now. Call DUnkirk 7-4213 im 
Los Angeles. Ask for “Sales pecan r’ and by all means 
Remember this: GRANTS are send in this conpon 
easy to get, easy to sell and 
‘ ‘ GRANT & GRANT 
easy to stay sold. . 241 N. WESTMORELAND AVE 
LOS ANGELES 4, CALIF 
Grant Sales Manager: Please send FREE your big new Full Catalog 


(THE RING LEADER) ( ML £38. Rush this along 
» —— Address 


City 


Established 1922) 
° set Plan) 
241 N. Westmoreland Avenue, Los Angeles 4, Calif 30-dey — 30-set Plan) 











